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FOREWORD

Since its establishment in 1976, Acharya Nagarjuna University has been forging
aheadin the path of progress and dynamism, offering a variety of courses and
research contributions. I am extremely happy that by gaining ‘A’ grade from the
NAAC in the year 2016, Acharya Nagarjuna University is offering educational
opportunities at the UG, PG levels apart from research degrees to students
from over 443 affiliated colleges spread over the two districts of Guntur and
Prakasam.

The University has also started the Centre for Distance Education in
2003-04 with the aim of taking higher education to the door step of all the
sectors of the society. The centre will be a great help to those who cannot join in
colleges, those who cannot afford the exorbitant fees as regular students, and
even to housewives desirous of pursuing higher studies. Acharya Nagarjuna
Universityhas started offering B.A., and B.Com courses at the Degree level and
M.A., M.Com., M.Sc., M.B.A., and L.L.M., courses at the PG level from the
academic year 2003-2004 onwards.

To facilitate easier understanding by students studying through the
distance mode, these self-instruction materials have been prepared by eminent
and experienced teachers. The lessons have been drafted with great care and
expertise in the stipulated time by these teachers. Constructive ideas and
scholarly suggestions are welcome from students and teachers involved
respectively. Such ideas will be incorporated for the greater efficacy of this
distance mode of education. For clarification of doubts and feedback, weekly
classes and contact classes will be arranged at the UG and PG levels
respectively.

It is my aim that students getting higher education through the Centre for
Distance Education should improve their qualification, have better employment
opportunities and in turn be part of country’s progress. It is my fond desire that
In the years to come, the Centre for Distance Education will go from strength to
strength in the form of new courses and by catering to larger number of people.
My congratulations to all the Directors, Academic Coordinators, Editors and
Lesson- writers of the Centre who have helped in these endeavours.

Prof. P. Raja Sekhar
Vice-Chancellor (FAC)
Acharya Nagarjuna University
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Course Obijectives: The main objective of this paper is to disseminate knowledge regarding
types of societies, social stratification in India and social institutions; social groups and
agencies of socialization, social control, and social process; factors and theories of social
change.

Course Outcome: To enlighten the students about the relationship between man and society;
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processes of social change.
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Lesson -1

Society Meaning, Characteristics, functions

1.0 Objective:

The objective of the present lesson is to understand the Origin of Society, elements of
society and concepts of society

Contents:

1.1 Introduction

1.2 Defining society

1.3 Prerequisites of society
1.4 Elements of society

1.5  Concepts of Society

1.6 Types of society
1.7 Human and Animal society

1.8 Individual and society
1.9  Keywords

1.10  Exercise

1.11 Reference Books

1.1 Introduction:

The term society is one of the vaguest and most general in the sociologist's vocabulary. It
may denote anything from a primitive non-literate people to a modern industrial retion-state,
or from the most general reference to human kind to a relatively small organized group of
people. The concept is a commonsense category in which 'society' is equivalent to the sense
to designate the object of sociological investigation in this sense, it is more or less
synonymous with social structure. Man is a social animal both by need, nature and necessity.
Without society, he cannot advance and he cannot advance and it is impossible to have fullest
expression of his personality and faculties. He requires society both for his life and for the
sake of good life. But in the complex interaction between the individual and society, society
is usually the dominant partner. Society exists long before we are born into it, and exists long
after we are gone, society gives content, direction and meaning to our lives and we, in turn,

in countless ways, reshape the society that we leave to the
next generation.

Social beings, express their nature by creating and re-creating an organization which
guides and controls their behavior in myriad ways. This organization, society liberates and
limits the activities of men, set up standards for them to follow and maintain. It is a
necessary condition of every fulfillment of life. Society is a system of usages and
procedures, of authority and mutual aid, of many groupings and divisions of controls of
human behaviour and of liberties. This ever changing, complex system we call society. It is
the web of social relationships and it is always changing.



1.2 Defining Society:

The concept of society is giving different meanings by different writers. It is difficult tofind a
definition which will be universally accepted by all sociologists. It does not, of course,
mean that society means different things to different men. It will be more appropriate to say
that different sociologists look at society form different things to different men. It will be
more appropriate to say that different sociologists look at society from different angles and
emphasis one or two aspects more than others, as can be perceived from the following
definitions.

According to Mac-lver 'society is a system of usages and procedures, of authority
and mutual aid, of many grouping and divisions, of controls of human behaviour and of
liberties. This ever-changing, complex system which we call society is a web of social
relationships".

According to Ginsberg, 'Society is a collection of individuals united by certain
relations or modes of behaviour which mark them ff from others who do not enter into
these relations or who differ from them in behaviour.

According to Parsons, 'Society may be defined as the total complex of human
relationships in so far as they grow out of action in terms means-ends relationship,
intrinsic or symbolic.

According to Leacock, 'Society includes not only the political relations by which
men are bound together but the whole range of human relations and collective activities'.

If we analyze the above-mentioned definitions, it will appear that these fall under
two types: (i) the functional definitions which views society as a process and (ii) the
structural definition which views society as a structure. However, there is really no
conflict between the two views of society, viz, society viewed as social relationships or as
process and society viewed as a structure. As a matter of fact, these two views complement
each other. Analytical definitions usually treat a society as relatively independent or self-
sufficient population characterized by internal organization territorially, cultural
distinctiveness and sexual recruitment. Specific definitions vary considerably in regard to
which of these elements is emphasized. Definitions also vary in the specific meaning
given to such concepts as "Culture", "organizations" and "self-sufficiency”. Nevertheless,
the basic concept of the inclusive, self-sufficient group remains a constant element in most
concepts of society.

1.3 Pre-requisites of Society:

Whenever we use the word society, it invariably carries three distinct connotations.
1. It is self perpetuating; for even when individual members are dead, society

continues to exist

2. It is organized. In it there is always some division of work and each organ must
do its allotted work.

3.S|ince Society has to function, it is always guided-by some accepted norms and
values.

In order to survive, society has certain conditions which must be met before people can be
said to be living in one society.



They must occupy a common territory. _ _
They must not only share this territory but also interact with one another

3. They must, to some extent, have a common culture and a shared sense of
membership in the commitment of the same group.

N =

1.4 Elements of Society:

one of the essential features of society is that it is universal and all pervasive and rests on
consciousness of the kind. Its major characteristics are as follows.

1. Likeness. Likeness is an essential prerequisite of society,as Mciver says, 'Society means
likeness'. The sense of likeness was focused in early society on Kinship and in modern
societies; the conditions of social likeness have broadened out in the principle of nationality
or one world.

2. Society is social relation which is abstract. Society embodies the social relationship
among the individuals. It means that it is not something which can be seen, observed,
touched or scented but an abstract feeling which cements the fellow human beings with one
another. Society is an abstract Organisation which prevails wherever there is existence of
social relationships.

3. It is a permanent Organisation. Society is entirely different from the temporary
gatherings of the people or the crowd. It is a coherent organisation. It is permanent. Society
is not born with any temporary objective to achieve but its existence will be till this planet
is inhabited by the human beings.

4. Difference. But the sense of likeness does not exclude diversity or variation. Society, also
implies difference and it depends on the latter as much as on likeness. A Society based
exclusively on likeness and uniformity is bound to be loose in social ties. If people were ail
exactly alike, their social ties. If people were all exactly alike, their social relationships
would become very much limited. There would be little reciprocity, little give and take. All
our social systems involve relationship in which differences of aptitude, interest and capacity.
These differences are necessary for society:.

Thus while society means likeness, likeness may exist without giving birth to society. Similarly
while difference is necessary to society, difference by itself does not create society.
Difference is subordinate to likeness. As Maclver observes. "Primary likeness and secondary
difference create the greatest of all social institutions the division of labour.”

5. Inter-dependence. In addition to likeness, inter-dependence is another essential element to
constitute society. Today not only countries but also continents depend upon one another.

6. Co-operation. Co-operation is also essential to constitution society without.co-operation
no society can exist. Co-operation avoids mutual destructiveness and results in economy.

7. Conflict. Like co -operation, conflict is a major component of society Conflict expresses
itself in numerous ways and in various degrees. Direct conflict is when individuals or impede
or destroy one another in an effort to attain some goal. Indirect conflict is when individuals or
groups do not actually impede the efforts of one another but never- the less seek to attain their
ends in wav which obstruct the attainment of some ends by others.

8. Competition. Competition is impersonal conflict between individuals for the attainment
of any object or objects which are limited in supply.



9. Accommodation and Assimilation. Accommodation and assimilation are other two factors
facilitating the functioning of the society.

10. Sociability in Society essential. We cannot predict the notion of 'man less society'.
Man cannot live without society.

Society is not a group of people but a structure of their interactions and mutual relationships. It
is an abstract organization, pattern or system. The true nature of society consists not in
the external factors of inter-dependence or likeness but in the state of mind of the being that
compose society.

1.5 Concept of Society:

Social theorists have employed various strategies to conceptualize society, the most important
of which are:

(1) Society and structure: In order to concretize society, mainstream sociologists have
tended to define it as structure, that is, a recognizable network of inter relating
institution. The word 'recognizable’ is crucial in its context because it suggests that the way in
which societies differ from one another depends on the manner in which their particular
institutions are inter connected.

(2) Society as recurrence: The notion that societies are structured depends upon their
reproduction over time. In this respect, the term 'institution' is crucial. To speak of
‘institutionalization' forms of social conduct is to refer to modes of belief and behaviour that
occurs is socially reproduced.

(3) Society as contradiction: While we may subscribe to the arguments, that society is both
structured and reproduced, it does not tell us how it is structured and reproduced. The
Marxist account attempts to provide us with a basis for understanding how particular social
formations arise and correspond with particular mode of production. Society is into a static
or peacefully evolving structure, but is conceived of as the tentative solution to the conflicts
arising out of antagonistic social relation of production.

(4) Society as culture: Frequently, social scientists emphasize the culture aspect of
social relationships. In so doing, they see society as being made possible by the shared
understanding of its members. Because human beings exist in a linguistic and symbolic universe
which they themselves have constructed, the temptation is to construe society as a
highly complex symbolic and communication system. This stress on culture is associated
with the notionthat society is underpinned by ideas and values.

(5) Society as a process: Here the emphasis is on the way in which people continuously
interact with one another, the key terms are 'negotiation’, 'self other®, 'reflexivity' the
implication being that society is constituted and reconstituted in social interaction. Society is
not imposed upon people in the processual definition, rather it has to be possibility of
innovation and change. So against the view of society which seeks it as structure, the process
view asserts that people make structure, the process view asserts that people 'make’
structures.

1.6 Types of Society



There are different groupings which may exist among the members of a society
These different groupings have been studied by sociologists from different points of
view,

(1) Gemeinschaft and Gsellaschaft: These concepts were developed by Tonn is,
usually translated as community and society respectively. Gemeinschaft or
community and society respectively. Gemeinshaft or community is defined as
‘intimate, private and exclusive living together in a localized group and have a feeling
of ‘belonging’ to one another. It is a group and has a feeing of 'belonging' (0 one
another. It is a group of people who occupy a defined territory within which the
group is assured of a self-sufficing life.

Gesellschaft, usually translated as ‘association’ represents relationships that are specific,
partial and utilitarian. An association may be distinguished from a community form
the following points of view. First, while an association is developed with a particular
interest in mind, a community is the total Organization o f social life with an area. When
however, an association has plurality of ends, it approaches the concept of community.
Secondly in a community individuals are involved as complete persons. In an
association, on the other hand, the members are not ‘wholly' involved as individuals.
Thirdly, a community is united by an accord of feeling among individuals whereas an
association is united by a rational agreement of interest. Fourthly, association has no
reference to geographical bcaon that distinguishes a community from other social
groups.

(2) Mechanical and Organic Solidarity: The relationship between the inclusive
society on the one hand and the social grouping on the other hand has been the
links of unity among people in traditional societies as mechanical solidarity. Modern
industrial societies by contrast are marked by specialization complimentarily and
independence. The ruling principle of industrial societies is’ structural
differentiation’. The people in such societies are bound together by a set of
relationships, which are interdependent. The ruling principle of industrial societies is
‘structural differentiation’. The people in such societies are bound together by a set of
relationships which are interdependent.

(3) Redfield's Approach in terms of little Community: Redfield's advocates the
study of large all inclusive society in terms of the study of little communities. He
defines the little community in terms of for characteristics:

1. Distinctiveness. It is not difficult to identify ‘where the community begins and

were it last
2. Smallness. Being small, the little community is the unit of personal obsenvations

3. Homogeneity. Activities and states of mind are such alike for all persons in
corresponding sex and age positions.



4. Self-sufficiency. It provides for all or most of the activities and needs of people
in it. All these thinkers have broadly divided society into pre-industrial and  post
industrial societies. Marx distinguished five principal types of Societies. Marx
distinguished five principles types of societies they are Primitive, Asiatic, Ancient, Feudal
and Capitalist. Then there are primitive and modern societies, closed and open
societies.

1.7 Human and Animal Societies:

Society is not the exclusive monopoly of human beings. The animals also live in society.
Even they prefer to live in herds and fly as well as sit together. In this way there are both
animal and human societies, though in several respects these very much differ from each
other. The points of similarity between the two are only few, whereas dis-similarity between
the two are only few, whereas dis-similarities are many. Some of the similarities are as
follows.

1. Tendency for Self-Preservation: Both the individuals as well as the animals require
society for self preservation. Both feel that without society, the very existence of their life will
become impossible. Therefore both depend on society with a selfish motive of self-
preservation.

2. Desire for Perpetuation: Both the animals as well as the human being have wish to
perpetuate and have a desire to have children to succeed them. This desire to have children to
succeed them. This desire or sex instinct is a common feature in both the societies.

3. Tendency to live in groups : Both animals as well as human beings wish to live in groups.
Living in isolation is considered a punishment. We find herds of animals, ants and wild
elephants etc, moving in groups form one place to another and so is the case with human
beings who cannot think of living in isolation. The very fact that, isolation confinement is a
punishment, for the human beings speak for itself about the desire and tendency of people to
live in groups.

4. Society is Needed for Meeting Physical Needs : Protection from the natural calamities is
quite common both for the animals as well as the human beings. Both feel that without
society this protection is just impossible and impracticable. Therefore both the animals as well
as human beings require society to meet their physical needs.

5. Society is Needed for Development : Without society it is difficult to think of mental,
moral and pr]ysmal_develo ment. This development is essential for both human beings and
animals and for their development, society is needed by both.

1.8 Individual and Society:

The interaction of individual and society is an important segment in the study of sociology as
it is this social activity which completes socialization or internalization of one's own cultural
heritage. Such an end is the very basis of society because solidarity is what holds society
together. As things are today it is a well known fact that an individual is socialized by various
agencies and institutions of society. The extent to which an individual is socialized depends on
whether a society is a totalitarian or a free one. In a free and democratic society individual
does enjoy some amount of freedom to differ with society. On the other hand, in a
totalitarian society, individual and society are controlled and directed by centralized agencies.



In such a society there is very little room for conflict or divergences between individual
and society. Whatever may be the form of society, it is impossible to think that an individual
loses his identity completely.

1.9 Key Words:

1. Assimilation

2. Contradiction

3. Homogeneity

1.10 Model Questions :

1. Define Society and explain its characteristics

2. Discussthe elements of society and types of societies

1.11 Reference Book:

1. Desai, A.R. : Introduction to Rural Sociology in India, Bombay, 1953

2. Maclver: A Text Book of Sociology, 7™ Printing, New York, Farrar and Rinehart, 1945

Dr. Y. Ashok Kumar



Types of Societies - Rural and Urban
2.0 Objectives:

The objectives of this lesson are to describe the characteristics of rural and
urban communities.

Contents:

2.1 Introduction

2.2 Community - Definition

2.3 Evolution of Village community
24 Features of village community
2.5  Characteristics of Indian villages
2.6 Change in village community
2.7  The urban community

2.8 The growth of cities

2.9 Features of urban community
2.10  Urban - Rural community

211 Summary

2.12 Keywords

2.13 Model Questions

2.14 Reference Books

2.1 Introduction:

According to Maciver, a community is any group of human beings, large or
small, who live together and share all the basic conditions of life. He says that a
community is "an area of social living" and has some degree of "social coherence”. We
become confused about the relation between community and society. Society is a
complex of whole formed by social individuals with different forms of group life.
Community is a simple form of collective life. It is the source of society as a
complex organization. Community is a less organized whole than society.

2.2 Community-Definition:

(i) Community is "a human pgpulation living within a limited
geographical area and carrying on a common inter-dependent life—

Lundberg.

(i) Community is "a social group with some degree of "we feeling"” and
"living in a given area™ — Bogardus.

(iif) Community is "the smallest territorial group that can embrace all
aspects of social life — Kingsley Davis.

Community is and a ea marked by the sentiment of common living. It includes
(a) group of people (b) within a geographic area, (c) with a common culture and a
social system (d) members are conscious of their unity; (e) they can act collectively in an



organized manner. The basic elements of community are a geographic area and sentiment of
unity.

The Village Community:

It is difficult to give a precise definition of the term 'village'. It is a small area with small
population which follows agriculture not only as an occupation but also as a way of life. The
village is the oldest permanent community of Man. Bogardus says, "Human society has
been cradled in the rural group”.

2.3 Evolution of village community:
The village community has passed through the following stages:

(1) Primitive Village community:

There are two peculiar features of the primitive village community -- Kinship and
collective basis. It was a small group of ten or twenty families. Due to small size, everybody
know each other. The village community were separated from other communities by a great
distance due to lack of ttansport and communication. So a large part of the members were
related by kinship. Since land was the common property in primitive village community, all
the members jointly tilled it.

(if) Medieval Village community:

In the Medieval ages, te primitive village underwent a fundamental change. The feudal
system came into existence. The land belonged to a lord of some sort. It was tilled by
tenants. Their relation with the feudal lords was that of slave and Master. The common factor
which found ; the rural folk was their serfdom and occupational unity.

(iii) Modern Village community:

With the advent of industrialism, in modern times, the rural group lost its importance and
the urban group began to dominate civilization. Inspite of urbanism, according to 1971
census, 80 per cent of the population lived in villages. Urbaniszation has made its im pact on
the village community. Rural social forms have been changing. The rural people have taken
over the urban forms of life. They continue to work on the land but they tryto live in the mode
of the city. The rural way of life has been withering away.

2.4 Features of Village community:
The following are some of the important features of village community.

(i) Community consciousness:

The village people have a sense of unity. There are intimate relations between the
village people. They personally know each other. They have common customs, conventions
and culture. They jointly participate in religious celebrations. Structurally and functionally
the village is a unit.



(i) Role of Neighbourhood:

They pay attention to the neighbor and share his sorrows and joys. They
assist each other and they have close neighborhood relations.

(ii1) Joint family:

Though joint family system is breaking down, in villages it retains its hold. The
agricultural occupationrequires the cooperation ofall the family members.

(iv) Faithin religion:

The rural people have faith in religion and deities. Their main occupation is
agriculture which depends on vagaries of Nature. They fear about natural forces and
worship them.

(v) Simplicity:

The village people lead a simple life. Their behavior is natural and not
artificial. They live a peaceful life The level of morality is high Their life is governed
by norms.

Thus the village people have a sense of unity, close neighbourhood relations,
faith in religion and a simple life inajoint family.

2.5 Characteristics of Indian Villages: (i) Isolation and Self-sufficiency:

Till the middle of 19'" century, the villages in India were isolated and self-
sufficient units. All their essential needs were satisfied in the village itself. In the
recent years, the rapid development of transport and communications has broken the
barriers between the village and the city. Now the village is socially and economically
connected with the neighbouring city or town. Political parties have also made the
village the center of their activities.

(i) Peace and Simplicity:

The village has the atmosphere of simplicity, calmness and peace. The
humdrum activities of modern cities are rarely seen there. The villagers lead a simple
life, eat frugally, dress simply and live in muddy-walled houses. Here also the old
order is giving place to the new order. Now fashion is meking its inroads in the life of
village youth. This change is gradual and slow.

(iii) Conservatism:

The inhabitants of the village are strongly attached to customs and traditions.
They have conservative outlook. They accept change with reluctance. Sir Charles
Metcafe wrote, ".... Dynasties tumble down", revolution succeeds revolution. Hindu,
Pathan, Moghul, Sk, English all the Masters change in turn, but the village
communities remain the same.



(iv) Poverty and illiteracy:

The villagers are generally poor with a very low income. The pressure on
land is high resulting in fragmentation of holdings and poor productivity. They are
steeped in ignorance and illiteracy. The educational opportunities are meager in the
villages. Poverty is the cause and effect of illiteracy and backwardness of the villagers.
The governments have launched schemes for removing illiteracy and poverty of the people
in the villages.

(v) Local self-government:

In ancient India, the villages enjoyed autonomy or self-government. The villagers managed
their own affairs through the Panchayat. With the advent of Britishers in India, the
importance of panchayats began to decline. The judicial powers were taken over by the
British courts. After independence of the country, efforts are being made to revive the old
panchayat system and make panchayats to play better parts.

1.6 Change In village community:

The village community is also undergoing change though the speed of change as compared
urban community is slow. The change in village community may be seen in different
spheres.

(1) Caste system:

The British rule in India gave a serious blow to the.caste system in the villages. The British
rulers induced the different castes to adopt other occupations in the place of traditional ones.
The hold of caste panchayat was loosened. The restrictions on food, dress and other matters
imposed under caste system were removed. Even untouchability is abolished. But
castism is getting strengthened on account of selfish political interests.

(1) Jajmani system:

The 'Jajmani’ system, a feature of village community in India has weakened now. The
occupations adopted by the village people are not hereditary or based on caste system. The
payment for the services rendered by the lower castes is not in kind; it is now mostly cash
payment.

(111) Family system:

The joint family system is no longer the characteristic of the village community. Nuclear
families have come into existence. The family control over members in matters of diet,
dress and marriage has weakened. Several activities which were once carried within the
family are now performed by outside agencies.

(IV) Marriage system:

The boys and girls are now consulted by the parents in the matter of mate-choice. The
individual qualities like education, economic pursuit of marriage partners are given preference
over the old family status. The marriage rites are minimized. The custom of child marriage
is being abolished.



(V) Living standards:

The standard of living in the village community is going higher. There are changes in the
diet and dress. There are now 'pucca’ houses to live with all amenities. The sanitary habits
of the people have improved. Schools have been opened. In some villages, degree colleges
can also be found.

(vi) Economic system:

The educated rural youth seek jobs in the cities. The demand for new scientific
instruments is increasing. The rural cooperative societies are helping rural people in getting
seeds, fertilizers and credit. Banks are being opened in the villages. The government gives
financial assistance for setting up industries in villages. The per capita income has increased.

(vii) Political system:

Panchayats helped for the growth of political consciousness. The news papers, radio
and television have added to the political knowledge of the villagers. The political parties
divided the people into groups and led to groupism among them.

Villages in India are passing through a transitional period. The old social relations,
bonds and ties have disappeared. The community consciousness is decreasing. The
joint family is disintegrating; morality has gone down. Agriculture remains as the only
feature of village community.

2.7 The urban community:

There is difficulty in the definition of the word 'urban’. By an urban area, we mean
an area with a high density of population. As regards density of population there is no
uniformity of standards in different countries. United States treats all places with 2500 or
more as urban, in France the figure is 2000; in Japan 30,000; in India 10,000.

From the view point of social aspect of urban community, the city is a way of life.
The word 'urban’ suggests this way of life. But their urban way of life is not limited to urban
population. The rural people also have come under the influence of urban way of life. The
rural areas can become urbanized.

Rural and urban differences:

The criteria employed to distinguish the ‘rural' from urban, are not very exact and
scientifically precise. Sorokin and Zimmermann used occupational criteria to distinguish the
'rural' from 'urban’. "The principal criterion of the rural society is occupational, collection
and cultivation of plants and animals. The urban populations are engaged in different
occupational pursuits”,

These writers mentioned other characteristics also in which rural and urban
communities differ: size, density, heterogeneity, social differentiation and stratification,
mobility, environment and systems of interaction. These characteristics are causally
connected. The above traits differ in degree and not in kind. There is no absolute boundary
line to demarcate the difference between the rural and the urban community. Many
differential characteristics are present in both in rural and urban communities in different
degrees.



The above conception has been given the name of "rural -- urban continuum” by
recent writers. The differences between the two types of community are gradual and
continuous. Stuart A Quncese and David B.Carpenter said, "There is a continuous gradation
from rural to urban rather than a simple rural-urban dichotomy". Every village possesses
some elements of the city while every city carries some features of the villages. Maciver
says, ‘But between the two there is no sharp demarcation to tell where the city ends and
country begins".

The urban communities are identified as large, dense and heterogeneous and the
rural communities as small, less dense and homogeneous, yet no hard and fast line can be
drawn. Sharp and absolute divisions between rural and urban communities do not exist. We
must recognize the fact that rural and urban communities are polar types and that they may be
found at many points on the "continuum” that extends from one extreme pole to the other.

2.8 The growth of cities:

The first cities seem to have appeared sometime between 6000 and 5000 B.C. These
cities were small and hard to distinguish from towns. By 3000 B.C., there were "true cities".
In nineteenth century, there was true urban revolution. Since 1800 urbanization has gone
ahead much faster and reached proportions greater than any previous time in world history.
The following factors lead to the growth of cities.

(i) Surplus resources:

"Cities grow wherever a society gains control over resources greater than are
necessary for the mere sustenance of life”. In modern times man has won over nature. He
has exploited the natural resources through technological improvements. The extension of
man's power over nature especially in the western countries has been the primary condition
of the modern growth of cities.

(if) Industrialization and commercialization:

The new techniques of production, the invention of machinery and industrialization
stimulated urban growth. Men abandoned rural work and entered into the industrial cities
for employment. Thus Jamshedpur, Chicago and Liverpool became the big industrial cities of
the world. Trade and commerce also have played an important part in urban expansion.

(iii) Development of transport and communication:

In an industrial city the means of transport and communication are essentially
developed. The city is connected with other parts in and outside of the country.
Industrialization depends upon transportation. The development in methods of
transportation and communication explain urban growth.

(iv) Economic pull of the city:

Modern business and commerce pull young men to the cities where they are paid
high salaries. People live in cities, because they can get jobs there. Employment
opportunities are more in cities than in village. People can earn livelihood in a larger
percentage in the cities. There are possibilities of greater achievement and better living in
the city.



(v) Educational and recreational facilities:

Most training schools, colleges and technical schools are urban. Most big libraries
are situated in cities. Art galleries and museums are urban. Young men and women are
attracted to the cities for higher education. Recreational facilities are available in cities.
Amusement theatres are urban. People are attracted to cities for recreational facilities.

Classification of cities:

Gist and Halbert gave a six fold classification based on functional concept. (1)
Production centers, Jamshedpur, Ahmedabad etc; (2) centers of trade and commerce, for
example New York, Delhi etc. (3) Political capitals, New Delhi, Washington etc; (4) cultural
centers like Oxford, Varanasi etc; (5) Resort cities like Srinagar, Simla etc; (6) Diversified
cities which have varied interests. But today a city is a center of not one single activity but
of four or five activities.

2.9 Features of urban community:
(i) Namelessness:

Bogardus observes the urban groups have a reputation for namelessness. The city cannot be
a primary group. The city people do not come into primary contacts with each other. Lee
remarks, "Anonymity is a loss of identity in a city teeming with millions. They do not feel a
sense of belongingness to any one group or community:.

(1)) Homelessness:

The problem of housing is very acute. Many low class people are pavement dwellers. The
middle class people have insufficient accommodation, a room or two. The child does not
get any play space.

(iii) Class extremes:

In a city, we find the richest and the poorest people. Class extremes characterize urban
community. The best forms of ethical behaviour and the worst racketeering are both found in
cities. There are superior creativeness and chronic unemployment in cities. The city is the
home of opposites.

(iv) Social heterogeneity:

There is more heterogeneity in cities than in villages. The city has been the melting pot of
races, peoples and cultures. It not only to tolerate but rewards individual differences. The
personal traits, the occupations, and the cultural life of the urban people vary widely than
those of the rural people.

(v) Social distance:

Anonymity and heterogeneity creates social distance. The city dweller feels lonely. The
social contacts are impersonal. There is formal politeness but not friendliness. They have
impersonal neighbourhood relations. They may not be knowing each other personally.

(vi) Energy and speed:

Energy and speed are the final traits of a city. People indulged in too many activities. Urban
life produces greater emotional tension. The death rate in rural areas is lower despite the



lack of medical facilities. Sickness rates are higher in cities inspite of more health facilities
in cities.

2.10 Rural contrast:

The growth of cities is a special feature of modernage. As the city grows, the whole character of
society undergoes a change. In spite of the recent trends of urbanization; the villages still
retain their traditional features.

() Force of traditional mores:

In rural community, traditional mores and family solidarity are more dominant than
in the urban community. Biesanz and Biesanz say, "In the rural community customis the King,
the folkways and mores control most of behaviour”. Family dominates individual's life in
village community. In the city family control is lessened. Police and courts, teachers-and
social workers take over the regulatory functions of the family.

(i) Primary contacts:

The village community is marked by immediate contacts between its members.
There is strong ‘we feeling' in the rural community. In the village everybody is known to
everybody. Their relations are personal. The inhabitants of a city hardly know each other.
They do not know even their next-door neighbour. There is an atmosphere of indifference
and callousness in a city.

(iii) Simplicity and Uniformity:
Life in a village community is simple and uniform. The villagers lead a uniform

life tilling land. Their standard of living is lower than of the town. The standard of living
of urban people is higher. Country life suggests 'save’, city life suggests 'spend’.

(iv) Specailisation:

In the village, agriculture is the main occupation. Each family bakes its own bread
and does its own washing. In the city, there is heterogeneous group of people engaged in
various pursuits. The city tasks are divided and sub-divided and the work is specialized.

(v) Proper placing of all:

The process of selection for the specialized work is scientific and systematic.
The Management selects those who are best specialized in the work. The persons with
specialized skills are suitably rewarded. They have chances of quick promotion.

(vi) Social mobility:

The city promotes greater mobility. There is emphasis on achievement rather than
ascribed status. The urban dweller can change his status during his life time. Status is
determined by occupation, competence not on birth. Social climbing is possible in city but
not in rural community.

(vii)  Areas of specialization:

Distinctive areas are marked for different activities in the city. In western world,
there is greater specialisation of areas than in India. In western world the city is divided
into zones of business activity. There are areas of low rentals and residential congestion,
middle class residence and industrial concentration.



(viii)  Position of women:

Industrialization and specialization brought women to workshop and factory. They
entered the wider life and they are liberated from exclusive confinement to domestic work.
Industrailsiation and urban life changed the status of women and the very structure of the
society.

(ix) Contrast of qualities:

The city demands certain qualities of man in contrast with those demanded by
rural community. The village requires persistence, and fidelity to the way of life. He is
fatalistic and depends on nature. He is attached to rituals and become superstitious. There is
mutual aid in rural community. In urban community there is no 'we' feeling between the people.
In the city, the individual makes his own decisions and plans his life and career. The city
emphasizes individuality. There is competitiveness in the city. He leave one city to lives in
another city for advancement of his career.

(X) City, a home of wealth:

The city offers more opportunities for employment and profits. Sometimes men
coming from the village may have to face disappointment. Hence, one should carefully
think and plan before entering the city. '

The above features distinguish rural from urban life. It is pointed out that urbanization
of rural people has reduced the differences. The urban influence on rural people can be seen
in social organization, family organization, food habits, standard of living, dress, habits,
beliefs etc. The rural people are taking over the urban modes of life. The more the villages
are linked with the city, the faster will be the urban influence on rural life. This may lead to
assimilation of the rural people into urban way of life. Consequently the attitudinal and
cultural differences between rural and urban communities will be eliminated.

2.11 Summary:

According to Maciver, a community is any group of human beings, large or small
who live together and share all the basic conditions of life. The village is the oldest permanent
community of man. The village community passed through the stages i.e. (i) primitive
village community, (2) peace and simplicity, (3) conservatism, (4) poverty and illiteracy, (5)
local self government. The village community is undergoing change in different spheres like
(1) caste system, (2) jajmani system, (3) family system, (4) marriage system, (5) living
standards, (6) economic system, (7) political system.

The urban community is an area with high density of population and also it is a way
of life. The following factors lead to the growth of cities i.e. (1) surplus resources, (2)
industrailisation and commercialization, (3) development of transport and communication,
(4) economic pull of the city, (5) educational and recreational facilities. The features of urban
community are (1) Namelessness, (2) Homelessness, (3) Class extremes, (4) Social
heterogeneity, (5) Social distance and (6) Energy and speed.

There is contrast between rural and urban communities in matters of (1) traditional
mores, (2) primary contacts, (3) simplicity and uniformity, (4) specialisation, (5) proper
placement; (6) social mobility (7) Areas of specialisation, (8) position of women etc. It is



pointed out that urbanization of rural people will eliminate the attitudinal and cultural
differences between rural and urban communities.

2.12 Keywords:
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2. Village Community
3. Urban community

2.13°  Model Questions:

1. Discuss the characteristics of Indian villages.
2.What are the features of urban community
3.Explain the rural-urban differences.
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3.1. Introduction:

To understand the nature of society, one should understand the relationship between man
and society. Aristotle says that man is a social animal by nature. He who does not live in
society is either a beast or god. The relation is differently conceived by different
sociologists. Some sociologists emphasise the importance of the individual others lay stress
more on society. There is a controversy as to who came first -the individual or the society.
Some argue that the individual us prior to the society. Others hold that society is prior to the
individual.

3.2. T he individualistic or atomistic conception of society :

A large number of things put together or arranged, constitutes a heap. There is a heap of grains,
or a heap of bricks, or a heap of sands and so forth. The heap will contain the units. In a-
heap of. bricks, there is only a large number of bricks. They exist together in a loose sort of
arrangement. When the bricks get scattered, the whole they formed disappears.

Some sociologists conceive society in terms of a heap. They maintain that when a number
of individuals exist together for the purposes of life, they constitute society. That is to say,
society is nothing but individuals living together. The idea is that the individuals by themselves
were real and the society was formed accidentally when the individuals lived together. When
they separate from each other, society would come to an end. Such a view is implied by the
social contract theory of society.

3.3. Social contract theory



Epicures, the Greek Materialist (341-270B.C) maintained that society exists for
individuals and was created by individuals. In order to resolve difficulties of the pre-social
existence, they entered into a contract to live in peace. According to Thomas Hobbes (1588-
1679) in the pre-social days primitive men were in a state of "war of all against all". €heir
minds were ruled by base passions, greed for gain and self-interest. In order to have peaceful
life, they entered into a covenant where by society was brought into existence. Hobbes an
idea was accepted by Spinoza He says that they came together and lived in mutual
relationship. This was the origin of society.

According to Locke (1632-1704), prior to origin of society, it was a state of freedom
and equality. But they respected the rights of others. All are equal and independent, but no
one ought to harm another in his life, wealth, liberty or possessions.

Jean Jacques Rousseau (1712-78) said that "Man is born free", "and he is everywhere
in chains”. In his view in the pre-social state, Men were free, well adapted to the
environment and enjoyed perfect health and happiness. But in society men lived under
restrictions. He said that some form of association must be found for the protection ofthe
person and property of each member. When united to his fellows, he renders obedience to
his own will and remains as free as he was before. Social contract provides the solution. The
state of nature was an ideal state, while the state of social life is an artificial one. Social
nature represents deterioration of Man.

According to Aristotle (384-322 B.C), social nature was determined by natural
impulses which created the family which was the 'social unit or society at its minimum. Jean
Badin like Aristotle maintains that society had a natural origin from the impulses which
brought the family into existence. From the families, arose the civil society.

3.4. Criticism :

Montesquieu rejected the contract theory and supported the theory of natural origin of society.
In the state of nature Men lived more or less at peace with one another and society evolved out
oftheir natural lives.

Social contract theory views society as a contrivance deliberately set up by men for
certain ends. All men were born free and equal. Individual precedes society. Individuals made
a mutual agreement and created society. The belief that society is an artificial invention is no
longer held. The social contract theory assumes that the individual is prior to society. This
assumption is erroneous because of the fact that society is in born in man. Human beings are
human beings inside and not outside of society. He cannot live without society. If he does
so, he is either beast or god. Man realizes his goals, his existence in the society. The day he
is born to the day he leaves this planet: he is in the society. The individual can never develop
his personality, language, culture and inner self by living outside society. Society did not
come into being by virtue of a pact or special provision; it emerged spontaneously and
evolution before followed its own line of development. It passed through several stages
reaching its modern complex from social contract theory does imply that man in followed
its own line of development. It passed through several



the state of nature was living in society, outside of which, he could not have acquired
those ideas and feelings which led him to enter into the social contract.

3.5, The organic theory of society :

Plato compared society or state to a magnified human being. He divided society into three
classes of the rulers, the warriors and artisans based upon three faculties of the human
soul i.e. Wisdom, courage and desire. Bluntschli and Herbert spencer drew parallelism
between an individual organism and social organism. Bluntschli stated that the state was
masculine in character, which the church was feminine. Spencer observes that the state is
subject to the same laws of growth and decay as in the case of human body. Spencer
concluded that society is an organism:; it is a social organism. The individuals are the limbs of
the society and behave as the cells of the body. Just as the limbs separated from society have
no life similarly individuals separated from society had no life. The individuals exist in and
within society. He says that the individuals belong to the society as cells belong to the body
of an individual.

There are significant resemblances between society and an organism. But there are also
significant differences. Herbert Spencer himself noted these differences. A Society has no
specific form as the body of an individual. The units of society are not fixed in their
respective positions as in the case of an individual organism. The units of society are dispersed
persons; they are not physically contiguous like cells of the individual. Society differs from
human organism in other respects also. Society is not born in the same way as an individual
is born. Society does not die in the manner the individual dies. Society cannot be an
organism. It is a mental system. Society has no body; it is an organisation of minds for a
common purpose.

3.6. Group Mind Theory:

The group mind or idealist theory is closely related to the organic theory. Plato called society
‘a mind writ large’. He divided the society into three classes of philosophers, warriors and
artisans based on wisdom, courage and desire.

According to Hegel, society is the embodiment of the absolute mind. It reoresens universal
spirit or absolute idea. The state comprises the preceding stages namely the family and the
civil society. The state is the final evolution of mind. It is the highest embodiment upon
earth. The will of the state is the manifestation of absolute reason. The individual has reality
only as a member of the state. A part from it he is only an abstraction. The state is higher end
than the individual

3.7. Basanquet:

According to Basanquet, the state is the "common substance of the minds of all citizens".
The state is not merely millions of people residing in a given territory, but is a group mind.
The group of minds becomes a group-mind because of common purpose uniting them.
The group mind is areality. It is superior to the minds of individuals. It is higher form of
psychic life. It differs from the individual mind in the richness of content.

3.8. Mc Dougall :



Mc Dougall writes that the aggregate of individuals constituting the Society has a
certain individuality It is a true whole which determines the activity of the parts; It is an
organic whole society has a mental life which is not merely the sum of the mental lives of its
members. The social aggregate has a collective mental life which is not merely the sum of
the mental lives of its units. Society has a collective mental life, a collective mind and a
collective soul. Society is not merely the group exhibiting characteristics of its members, but it
is itself a mind and a reality. The group mind theory was subjected to criticism. The concept of
group mind cannot be used in a real sense. McDougall's identification of mental system
with a mind is not correct. To ascribe a mind to society fails to do justice to the
individuality of the social being.

3.9. Relationship between individual and Society :

The above theories fail to explain the relationship between the individual and Society. The
social contract theory lays more emphasis upon the individual. The organic and group-mind
theories discount 'he role of the individual. The relationship between the individual and
society is not one-sided. The individuals and society are inter-dependent. The individual
belongs to society not as cells belong to the organism, and leaves belong the trees. The
individual cannot develop human nature without society. A separate individual is only an
abstraction.

3.10. Man is Social by nature :

Man is a social animal by nature. He cannot afford to live alone. No individual can be
developed in isolation. Maciver cited three feral cases in which infants were isolated from
social relationships. These cases revealed that the individual can develop human nature only in
the society not outside it. The children in these cases failed to develop human traits due to
lack of human contacts.

3.11. Necessity makes a Man Social:

Man lives in Society because of necessity. Many of his needs cannot be fulfilled without
the Cooperation of his fellow beings. The child is socialized in the family and learns social
habits. The new born baby gets all the care and attention by the society. The feral cases
revealed that human infants reared among animals acquired animal habits only, not human
behaviour. Society is essential for physical and mental development The need for survival
and self preservation makes a man social. It is by necessity that man lives in society.

3.12. Society determines personality:

Society contributes for the mental and intellectual development. It both liberates and
limits the potentialities of the individual; It moulds our attitudes, beliefs, morals and ideals. The
cultural heritage directs our personality. Society satisfies not one or a few needs of man. Without
society, our personality cannot come into being.

Although the individual is a product of society sometimes conflict may arise between the
individual and society. The deterioration of the social systern ‘ay gives rise to the conflict
between the individual and society. On certain issues and the discrepancies in the social
system, he may come into conflict with the society.



In the light of the above discussion, one may conclude that individual and
society are intere dependent. The relationship between them is not one-sided. Both
are essential for the existence of human life. Neither the society gets any value
without individuals, nor the individuals can thrive without society. All discussion
about the question 'Is the individual prior to the society or is the society prior to the
individual”. The discussion about the priority of the hen or egg is futile. Maciver
observes that no one can really be an absolute individualist, any more than any one can
be an absolute socialist. The individual and society interact on one another and
depend on one another. Both are complementary and supplementary to each other.

Maciver further observes, 'society with all its traditions, the institutions, the equipment it
provides is a great changeful order of social life arising from the psychical as well as the
physical needs of the individual, an order wherein human beings are born and fulfil
themselves, with whatever limitations and wherein they transmit to coming generations the
requirements of living. We must reject any view of this pattern that sees the relationship
between individual and society from merely the one or the other side.”

3.13. Summary:

To understand the nature of society, one should understand the relationship between man and
society. Man is a social animal by nature. There are theories explaining the relationship
between. individual and society. According to Hobbes, the primitive men entered into a covenant
to have peaceful life. Locke says that the rights of others should be respected. Rousseau
says that some form of association must be found for the protection of the person and
property of each member. Social contract provides solution. Social contract theory was
subjected to criticism. According to it, individual precedes society. But man cannot live
without society.

According to organic theory of society, there are resemblances between society and
organism. But there are also differences between them. Society cannot be an organism. It is a
mental system. Society has no body. It is an organisation of minds for a common purpose. The
group mind theory is closely related to organic theory. According to Basanquet, the state is
the common substance of the minds of all citizens. MCDougall writes that the aggregate
constituting the society has a certain individuality. The above theories fail to explain the
relationship between the individual and society. The social contract theory lays more emphasis
upon the individual. The organic and group mind theories discount the role of the individual.
The individual and society are inter- dependent. Both are essential for the existence of human
life.

3.14. Key words:
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Lesson -4

Marriage - Forms of Marriage

4.0. Objectives:

The objectives of this lesson are to analyse various forms of marriage which were in vogue in
different societies at different times.
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4.1. Introduction:

Marriage is an institution which admits men and women to family life. It establishes a relationship
in which man and woman are socially permitted to have children. They get the right to have
children implying the right to sexual relations. According to some sociologists, at the pre-social
stage of human existence, the sex relation was promiscuous. There was nothing like marriage in
those days. Order came into sex-life when marriage was established as an institution. Some hold
the view that man takes a woman to wife particularly because she would do all domestic work
for him. Others opine that marriage is a sort of division of labour between a man and a woman.

4.2. Definition:

L Edward Westermark defined marriage as the "More or less durable connection between
male and female, lasting beyond the mere act of propagation till after the birth of offspring.

2. Earnest R. Groves defined it as "a Public confession and legal registration of an
adventure in fellowship.

3 Lewie defined it as a "relatively permanent bond between permissible mates"4. alionwski
defined marriage as "a contract for the production and maintenance of children".

5 According to Lundberg, Marriage consists of "the rules and regulations which define the

rights, duties and privileges of husband and wife, with resects to each other"



6. According to Horton and Hunt, "Marriage is the approved social pattern, whereby
two or more persons establish a family™.

7. Mazumdar, H.T. defines marriage, "as a socially sanctioned union of male and
female, or as a secondary institution devised by society to sanction the union and
mating of male and female for purposes of (a) establishing a house hold, (b) entering
sex relations. (c) procreating and (d) providing care for the offspring.

8. According to Anderson and parker " marriage is the sanctioning by a society o f
durable bond between one or more males-and one or more females established to permit
sexual intercourse for the implied purpose of parenthood.”

John Levy and Ruth Munroe observed that people get married because, it is the proper way to
live in the society and it istheir social duty to perpetuate the institution of famiy. In almost all
societies, some form of marriage exists.

4.3. Purpose of Marriage :

Westermarck says. "Marriage is rooted in the family rather than the family in marriage”. In
New Guinea marriage served the purpose of getting an assistant in domestic work. Physically
marriage is the union of a male and female determined by the sex-instinct. Perpetuation of
human species seems to be the secret purpose of nature which is fulfilled by marriage.
Ethically, marriage involves **a free surrender of the private self' of the one party to the
other. It implies a common life between them. They together bear the burden of duties and
responsibilities, leading to moral development. Spiritually husband and wife form one
concrete unity. Husband and wife see the identity of the one in the other. They together form a
higher person and recognize that one's spirit is present in the other.

According to Upanishads, one's loves for another is ultimately love for supreme self.
In the Old testament, marriage is a sacrament.

Marriage is regarded as an institution. Marriage is an institution in the sense that it is a
relation between two individuals which fulfils a social necessity. Some hold that for the sake
offspring-sons and daughters-primitive men sought to make life stable, through marriage.
Others maintain that the strong man in the tribe or community regulated sex relations, by
formulating laws regarding sexual union. Primitive men became tired of sexual chaos and
created the convention of marriage. These three views are mere hypotheses. Marriage as a
social institution evolved out of whatever irregular sex relations existed at first we can
distinguish between some forms of marriage.

4.4. Forms of Marriage:
Monogamy: The original form of marriage was monogamic. The word 'monogamy'

means the practice of marrying one person at a time. Some of the forms of marriage that
prevailed in the primitive society and the civilized society are presented as follows.



() Temporary Marriage:This form of marriage is a little more than promiscuity. A
male and a female are united and live together tilt a child is born to them and grown up
to be independent of



parents. This form of marriage is found among some Australian tribes. It has another
form wh ich is called marriage at convenience. This is a form of marriage which
allows the man to live with his wife at his convenience and gives him the right to take
a new wife and the woman the right to take a new husband. A man takes several
wives and a woman several husbands at the same time.

(i) Trial Marriage: Among some savage tribes, there is a form of temporary marriage
which is not recognized by society. The man and woman come together only as trial for
marriage. It is not a marriage in the strict sense of the term. In ancient Egypt, a woman was
taken on probation for a year or so before she became permanently a wife.

(iii)  Companionate marriage: Companionate marriage is to be distinguished from
procreative marriage. Every young couple begins with companionate marriage and ends
with procreative. Companionate marriage is not a trial marriage. Every marriage is a trial
marriage inthe sense that one cannot™ predict the outcome of any union. Trial marriage is
a tentative or provisional union. Lindsay says, " companionate marriage is legal marriage;
and every childless marriage wherein, by mutual agreement, the parties can obtain a divorce
if they want it, is a companionate”. When the parties in the marriage relation prevent
pregnancy by artificial means, for exclusive enjoyment of their union, it is considered
companionate marriage.

Polyandry: In this form of marriage one woman marries more than one man at a given time. It
was widespread in Tibet where two or more men were needed to support a family. The
Todas of Malabar are supposed to have this institution. In Hindu mythology, the five brothers,
pandavas shared the same wife.

Polyandry may take two
forms:

(i) Fraternal polyandry: In this form of polyandry, there is only one wife for all the brothers.
But the children are treated as the offering of the eldest brother. Among the Todas, polyandry is
fraternal.

(i) Non- fraternal polyandry: In this polyandry, one woman has many husbands. These
husbands need not be brothers. If a child is born, any one husband is chosen as its social parent
by a special ritual.

Causes of polyandry: Westermarck says that, when the number of women is lesser than the
number of males in a society, polyandry is found. According to Brifficult, Polyandry can
exist, even though there is not much disparity in the numbers of females and Males. Because
of poverty where there is scarcity of resources, many men may support only one woman and
children. Polyandry is one of the measures to check the growth of population in some
societies. Polyandry is found in backward areas situated away from the centres of culture and
progress.

(1it) One husband, Many wives; polygyny: In this form of marriage, one man has two or more
wives at a time. Polygamy is a general term including both polyandry and polygyny. Polygyny is
found among Eskimo tribes and African Negroes. In India until very recently it existed among
Muslims and also among Hindus. The Nawabs of oudh in India during Muslim times had
larger number of wives, Westermarck has mentioned the following causes of polygyny.



During the period of pregnancy, men do not approach the women. Since there is enforced
celibacy, men go for second marriage. Earlier ageing of the female is also one of ie causes
for



polygyny. The desire for variety is another cause of polygyny. Potygyny is a
practice to obtain more children and also social prestige. In some areas, it is
economic necessity. Polygyny is practiced to get cheap and reliable labourers in
the form of wives.

(iv) One man one wife... monogamy: Under monogamy one man marries one woman at
a time.Jt is the most accepted form of marriage. It produces affections and sincere
devotion. The children are well looked after. Under polygyny the husband cannot devote
himself fully to each of his wives and children. Since jealousy exists between wives and
sets of children, family happiness is destroyed. Under monogamy the old parents receive
favouring  care by their children; under polygyny their days end in bitterness.

Monogamy as a form of marriage presupposes a gooddeal of social development, a deep
sense of social and moral value. By this form of marriage pure and peaceful home-life was
promoted. Monogamy was evolved in civilization and was an institution among the Greeks
and other groups of the Aryan people. Monogamy came about at a stage when there was a
division of labour between man and woman. Woman performed domestic duties and
menfolk did outdoor work -- work in the field. In monogamy the mutual help between the
partners made their relationship stable. They became life-long companions with each
other.

Mate choice . Every society has developed a pattern for guiding marriage. Before
marriage is solemnized, the first and the most important task is the choice of mates.
Though no standards of choice are laid down by the community, from time to time certain
rules have been made to regulate

the selection of mates

Exogamy : Marriage is prohibited between individuals sharing certain degrees of blood or
affinal relationships. This is known as exogamy i.e., marriage outside the group. A man
must not only seek a wife out of his own clan but also must avoid the clans of all the
grandparents. There are certain relations which are not to be married.

Forms of Exogamy in India : The following forms of exogamy are found in India

(i) Gotra exogamy : Among the Hindus, the prevailing practice is to marry outside the
"Gotra'. People of same Gotra are believed to have similar blood.

(i) Pravar exogamy : Pravar is a kind of religious and spiritual bond. People who utter
the name of a common saint at religious functions are believed to belong to the same
pravar. Marriage between persons belonging to the same pravar is also for bidden among
Hindus, especially Brahmans.

(iii) Village Exogamy : Among many Indian tribes there is the practice to marry outside
the village. The restriction is prevalent in the munda and other tribes of Chota Nagpur of
Madya Pradesh.

(iv) Pinda Exogamy : In Hindu society, marriage within the pinda is prohibited. Pinda
means common parentage. According to Brahaspati, offspring from five maternal
generations and seven paternal generations are sapinda and they cannot inter-marry.



Causes of Exogamy :  According to westermarck, the presence of sexual indifference
between near related persons is one of the causes of Exogamy. According to Davis incest
taboos are essential



to the family structure. In the absence of incest taboos the different status and
relationships in the family become confused. If brothers and sisters are allowed
to marry with each other, it would develop sexual rivalry between brothers and
between sisters. There is also confusion in family relationships.

Endogamy :Marriage within the class or caste is known as endogamy. Marriages with out-
group members are prohibited. Even today inter-caste marriages are -iot encouraged. In India a
Brahman can marry only a Brahman. He can marry only a Brahman of his own sub-caste.
Forms of Endogamy: In India, we have the following forms of endogamy.

Tribal endogamy : This is a form of marriage in which no individual can marry outside his
tribe own



Caste endogamy : In this type, marriage should take place within the caste.

Class endogamy : In this form of endogamy, marriage can take place between people of one
class or of a particular status.

Sub-caste endogamy : In this form of endogamy, choice for marriage is restricted to the sub
caste.

Race endogamy : In this form, people can marry within the race.
4.5. Forms of Hindu Marriage:

The Hindu Law-makers mention eight forms of marriage. They are Brahma, Daiva, Arsa,
Prajapatya, Asura, Gandharva, Raksasa and paisaka Let us begin from the end of the list.

(i) The Paisaka: Some of the eight forms of marriage were prevalent among the Vedic people.
Some of these are sanctioned by society even to day, while the rest disappeared a long time ago.

Paisaca is a form of marriage which does not involve the free consent of the woman concerned.
She is deceived or drugged and when she loses control over herself, she is ravished by the man.
As the woman is wronged by the man, society compels him to marry her. This is the lowest
form of marriage. Cases of marriage by deception occurred in the past and they are also not
uncommon in the present stage of social life. This form of marriage was sanctioned at one stage of
social development only to bring relief to woman.

(if) The Raksasa : This form of marriage prevailed when women were counted among the
booty of war. This form is identical with marriage by capture. When two hordes clashed with
each other, the victor carried away women of the vanquished and married them against their
will. This form of marriage is not based on the mutual consent of the man and the woman.
Hence it was discarded by society.

(iii) The Asura . In this form of marriage, the husband buys the bride. This is "marriage by
purchase™ It is as old as Rig-Veda It is practiced even today in some societies. If in a
community, girls are much fewer than boys, marriage brings their parents a large sum of money.
The parents of , the girl do not consider the suitability of the bridegroom for their daughter or
her future happiness. There is a converted form of Asura marriage the bride purchases the
bridegroom. In the upper class families of Bengal and also of other states, the girls are a liability.
The parents of a girl had to spend a considerable sum over a suitable bridegroom. The parents
of the bridegroom make a lucrative business by their son's marriage in the converted form.
This was the root of the dowry system at marriage. In Sumatra there are three Kkinds of
marriage: (1). In the jugur, man purchased the woman, (2).th Ambel anak, the woman purchased
the man. (3) In the semando, husband and wife stand on equal terms,

(iv) The Gandharva or Romantic form of marriage : This form of marriage is based
on mutual consent and free love. There is no solemnization of this form except an exchange of
oaths of fidelity. No rites are performed to indicate that it is sanctioned by society. In



vatsyayana's 'kama sutra’, the Gandharva is regarded as the ideal form of marriage.
Gandharva is based on momentary sex-relationship. It may not be a stable relationship.

(v) The Arsa form of marriage : In this form of marriage the father of the bride accepts a
cow and a bull from the bridegroom. This is a modified version of the Asura form and
considered a low form of Marriage.

(vi) The Daiva Form of Marriage: This form prevailed in vedic times. Those were the days
of sacrifices to Gods and Goddesses. The sacrificer often offered his daughter to the priest
performing the sacrifice. People looked down upon this form of marriage. The Daiva form of
marriage disappeared with vedic sacrifices.

(vii) The Prajapatya: In this form, the bride with ornaments and flowers is offered to
the bridegroom with due rites. They are enjoined by the priest and parents of the bride to
remain united throughout their life discharging moral and religious duties.

(viii) The Brahma Form : In this form, the couple pray to God that their love and friendship
be everlasting. The form of marriage that prevails in Hindu society is a combination of the
prejapatya and Brahma forms. It was the duty of the vedic Indians to marry. By marrying
they performed their duties to the family and to society.

(ix) The Svayamvara or Marriage by personal choice of the Bride: In this form of
marriage, the bride chose her husband directly from among the suitors assembled in her
father's house. The bride has to choose her husband from among the suitors. The ultimate
decision lay with the bride. The man whom the bride chooses becomes her husband. The
swayamvara form of marriage was confined to royal families. This form of marriage has
disappeared.

Previously, arranged marriage prevailed in Asian and European countries especially in Germany,
and is now found mostly in Eastern countries especially in India. Hegel was deadly against
romantic marriage. Arranged marriage and romantic marriage are extremes. As marriage is
to take place at mature age, the parties should be allowed to meet each other and make their
final choice with the help of their parents or guardians. This is the most rational way of
arranging marriage between a young man and a young woman.

4.6 Summary

Marriage is an institution which admits men and women to family life. Marriage is rooted in
the family rather than the family in marriage. People get married because, it is the proper way
to live in the society. There are various forms of marriage which were in vogue in different
societies at different times. They include (1) Temporary marriage, (2) Trial marriage, (3)
companion ate marriage, (4) Polyandry (5) Polygyny and (6) monogamy. There are also nine
forms of Hindu marriage namely (1) Paisaka,(2) Raksasa;(3) The Asura, (4) The
Gandharva,(5) The Arsa, (6) The Daiva, (7) The Prajapatya, (8) The Brahma and (9) The
Svayamvara
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Lesson- 5
Family- Types, changes inthestructure and Functions

5.0. Objectives:

The objectives of this lesson are to analyse various types of family and to explain the
changes in the structure and functions of the family.
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5.1. Introduction :

The family is the most important primary group in society. It is a definite and limited
organization of minimum size. It continues to serve as a total community for the lives born
within it

The word ‘family' has been derived from the Roman word, "Famulus” meaning a servant. In
Roman law the word denoted the group of producers and staves and other servants as well
as members connected by common descent or marriage.

5.2. Definition :

(i) Family is "a group defined by a sex relationship sufficiently precise and enduring to provide
for .the procreation and upbringing of children”, (Maciver)

(i) Family is a more or less durable association of husband and wife with or without
children, of a man or woman alone with children”. (Nimkoff)

(iii) Family is "a group of persons whose relations to one another are based upon
consanguinity and who are therefore kin to another” (Davis)

(iv) Family is "the biological social unit composed of husband, wife and children. (Eliott
and Merrill)

5.3. Characteristics :

In the light of the above definitions the following characteristics of a family may be deduced.
| has common characteristics everywhere in human society. The following five
characteristics are significant. (i) A mating relationship, (ii) A form of marriage with
which the mating relationship is established and maintained, (iii) a mode of reckoning
descent, (iv) some economic provision shared by the members, (v) acommon habitation
i.e. home or household. These five conditions are universal to the very nature of the
family. Butthese conditions may be met in different ways.



(i) A mating relationship : The mating relation may be life long or shorter duration. It may
take the form of monogamy, polygamy, polyandry or group marriage. A given society may
recognize more than one of these varieties. When the relations break up, the family
disintegrates.

(i) A form of marriage :  Mating relationship is established through the institution of
marriage. Marriage may be solemnized in a simple way or it may be a long process. It may
take any form, monogamous or polygamous. The partners may be selected by parents or the
choice may be left to the wishes of the individuals concerned.

(iif) A system of nomenclature : Every family is known by a name and has its own system
of reckoning descent. Descent may be reckoned through the male line (patrilineal) or through
the female line (matrilineal). Both systems have been used successfully. Among some
people the husband oins with his wife's relations, the residence in this case is called
matrilocal. Among some people the wife spins her husbands relations. Here the residence is
called patrilocal. ~ Not only the place of residence, but the structure ofthe family circle
varies. The consanguine structure includes a 'nucleus of blood relations surrounded by their
spouses'. The brothers and sisters form the core of the family unit. The conjugal structure
includes a nucleus of spouses and their offspring surrounded by their relations.

(iv) An economic provision : Every family has to satisfy the economic needs. The head
of the family earns money to maintain the family.

(v) A common habitation: A family requires a home or household for its living. It
requires a dwelling place for child bearing and child rearing.

Family is both an association and institution. It is a universal institution found in every age and
in every society. It is the primary cell out of which the community develops.

5.4. Distinctive features :

Family has sociological significance. It influences the whole life of society in innumerable
ways. It reveals a remarkable continuity and persistence through change. Unlike any other
association it has distinctive features.

(1) Universality: Family is the most universal of all social forms. It is found in all societies,
at all stages of social development. It exists far below the human level among a myriad species
of animals. Almost every human being is or has been a member of some family.

(i) Emotional Basis : The family satisfies our emotional impulses like mating, procreation,

maternal devotion and paternal care. These are fortified by a group of secondary
emotions like romantic live, the pride of race, affection of mates, desire for economic
security and a home,

(iii)  Formative influence : Family is the earliest social environment. It has the
formative influence on children. It moulds the character of the individual. Family influence in
infancy determines the personality structure of the individual.

(iv) Limited size : Family is a group limited in size. This limited size makes it possible
for establishing face to face contacts. Individual attention is paid to the members. It is this
limited size that makes it significant.



(v) Nuclear position : It is the nucleus of all other social organizations. The whole
structure is built of family units. So it occupies a central position in the social structure. In
all the societies primitive or modern, the whole structure is based upon family units.

(vi) Responsibility of the members . As Maciver says, "in times of crisis men may work
and fight and die for their country, but they toil for their families all their lives". The life of the
family is deeply rooted in basic impulses, These impulses lead men into increasing
responsibilities.

(vii) Social Regulation : Some social regulations are imposed upon the family in some
form everywhere. The marriage contract is strictly defined. The partners are not free to decide
its terms or to change them by mutual agreement. The form of marriage contract is different in
different societies But some marriage form is insisted upon family.

(viii) Permanent and temporary:  Family as an institution is permanent and universal,
while as an association it is temporary. When the son marries, he goes out of the family and
starts another family. It may again give rise to more families.

Family is one of the most limited groups of the society. It is distinct from other groups. It is
the smallest kinship group. It usually begins when the parents marry; it changes when the sons
marry. It ends when one of the partners dies.

5.5. Early forms or Types of Family :

There was the organization of family at all stages of human development. Always we
discover some form of mating and some degree of social regulation over sex relationship.
Even in primitive society, such regulations could not be absent.

Sex communism : Some authors have put forward the theory that the original state of
mankind wa one of the sexual promiscuity. But the anthropological evidence denied the
above theory. The family life was highly developed among primitive people and even other
non-human species. Among primitive people, there were customs such as sex license at
festivals, exchange of wives and the offering of wives as a form of hospitality. These
customs represent promiscuity among primitive people  Some family form is always
noticeable at all stages of human development.

Morgan maintains that family organization gradually evolved out of the initial chaos.
Morgan's scheme of evolution of the family is as follows.

(i) The Consanguine Family : The consanguine family was the first form of family. In
ancient Egypt and Persia, the kings and princes married within their families, attaching special
virtue to Royal blood and with a view to preventing royal property passing into the hands of
outsiders. The consanguine family was prevalent in Siam, Burma, Ceylon, Hawaiian Islands
and Peru.



(i) Punaluan Family: This was the second form to evolve. The word "Punaluan™ means
group marriage i.e. "marriage of several brothers to each other's wives in a group, and of
several sisters to each other's husbands".

(iti) The Syndyasmian Family: The word "syndyasmos" means joining two individuals
together, and the union of a male with a female in marriage. This was the third form in the
evolution of family. It was based on a pair of individuals. "

(iv) The Patriarchal Family: The Pacriarchal family prevailed at a particular stage of
civilization in ancient times. The Patriarchal family was not the earliest form of the family.
It represents an advanced stage of social life where customs had passed into laws. The
father was the head of the family and exercised absolute authority over the family. The power
of the father— 'the patria potestas' - was "absolutely supreme in the household". The
patriarchal family consisted of the father, mother, their children, all the descendants in the male
line and slaves. The patriarchal families were patrilineal. When the daughter was married, she
joined her husband's family. The patriarchal families were patrilineal. Descent was traced
through the father.

There are two kinds of family relationship called agnatic and cognatic relationship.
Cognatic relationship is a modern one. It is the relationship traced through "common descent
from the same pair of married persons. But agnatic relationship prevailed in patriarchal
societies, especially in ancient Roman families. This relationship was traced through the
males only, and the authority of the father was its basis. The status of woman in the families
was very low. The head of the family had even the power of life and death over other
members. Under the Roman Empire, the absolute power of the father of the family came to
be curtailed.

(v) The Matriarchal form of the family In Matriarchal family, the mother occupied
the position of absolute authority. Descent was traced through her. The matriarchal family was
matrilineal. Westermarck suggests that the patriarchal form of family was mot ancient.
Bachofen, the Swiss sociologist in his "Mutter recht” (Mother Right) holds that the
Matriarchal was the earliest form of the family. Some authors opine that at the earliest stage
of human existence, woman was in supreme power both inside and outside the family. There
was atime, when women ruled society.

Among Malays, woman is in authority and her husband is a subordinate in the home. But a
male relative of the wife exercises authority on her behalf. In this form of the family
matrilineal descent is associated with "Matrilocal residence”. The children are born and
reared in the home of a male relative of the mother. The husband, sometimes is merely a
privileged visitor. He has secondary position in the home where his children live. He may
have dominant position in the family of his sister.

(vi) Joint Family : The joint family is otherwise known as undivided or the extended famil.

Three or more generations live together in a single household. An undivided Hindu
family is joint as regards property, food, worship and family customs. A joint
Hindu family is a unity which does not admit any outsider. It is a status which can
only be acquired by birth or adoption. The joint family may be broken by the
separation ofthe individual members.



The origin of joint family can be traced to the economic development from pastoral to
the agricultural stage. This system can only prevail where agriculture is the main
occupation of the people. At this stage, we find the beginning of patriarchal system.
The oldest male member is the head of the family. He has the supreme authority in
the household affairs.

Difficulties of communication and travel compelled all members ofthe family to live
together and carry on agriculture. The earnings of all members are held commonly
by the head of the family to meet the needs of all. Every one earns according to
his capacity and receives according to his needs. This is nearer to the idea of
socialism.

(vii) Nuclear and Extended Family: On the basis of structure, the family has been
classified into nuclear and extended family. A nuclear family consists of the husband, wife
or wives and their children. It is anautonomous unit. It is free from the control ofthe elders.
The American family is of a nuclear type. The children leave the parents assoon as they
are married. The newly weds create a separate residence.

An extended family can be viewed as a merger of several nuclear families. A small
extended family may include an old man and his wife, their son, the son's wife and the
son's children; a large extended family may include the old man and his wife, their unmarried
children and married sons, and the son’'s wives along with their unmarried chidren. The
Hindu family is an extended family. It extends over two or more generations.

An extended family is continuous, white a nuclear family is not. The members may come
and go but the group continues. A nuclear family "lives" only until one of the parents dies. A
nuclear family is a separate and independent unit, which can be run by husband, wife or
both jointly. An extended family is run by the patriarch. Even after marriage the son in an
extended family remains a child.

(viii) The Modern Family : The traditional family was more or less a type of Joint family.
It has authority over other members of the family. In modern family the husband and
wife enjoy almost equal status and can claim independence of each other. In modern
family, the members are less subject to the parental control. The marriage is settled by
partners themselves. The partners have equal rights. The woman can divorce her husband
as the husband can divorce her. Women in modern family attained an increasing degree
of economic independence. She can earn her own living.

The modern family is secular in attitude. Marriage has become a civil contract rather than
a 'religious sacrament. It can be broken any time. Religion Jost its control over the family.
The modern family is a smaller family; It is no longer a joint family. The modern family has
given up many functions / which were performed by the traditional family.  These
functions have now been taken over by specialized agencies. The hospital offersthe room for
the birth of the child; In the nursing home, he is brought up; In the kindergarten he is
educated and in the playground he recreates. The modern family is a filocentric family.
The children now decide which school they will study in, what clothes they will wear,
what food will be cooked, which movie they will go to enjoy. The modern family is no longer
the economic and self-sufficient unit.



Burgess referred to the modern family as " a unity of interacting personalities”. The
modern family is more individualized and democratic where women enjoy a high prestige and
position. From an institution, it has moved towards companionship.
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Lesson -6 Changes in the Structure and Functions
6.0. Objectives:

The objectives of this lesson are to analyse the changes in the structure and functions of
the family.
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6.1 Introduction

To day radical changes are affecting the Indian society in various spheres of social,
economic and cultural life. As a result the pattern of family life has been changing a great
deal in the recent years Industrialization, Urbanization, better education, and earning
opportunities effected the structure of the family. The educated women are not able to accept the
practices. They are no longer confining themselves to their home; they are looking beyond their
homes for their participation in various spheres of human activity on par with men. Higher
education, the concepts of equality and self respect human rights perspectives and the desire
for economic and social freedom are some of the important factors which are effecting the
patterns of marriage and family. Advances in technology and medical science are posing new
problems in families test tube babies, medical termination of pregnancy, feminism
movements, womb for the hire and artificial insemination, dual role of housewife, working
woman etc.

Changing Trends : There are changing trends towards (i) the separation of sex from marriage
i.e. sexual relationships are no longer firmly tied to life long monogamous marriage. There are
instances of extra-marital relations, (ii) the reconstruction of marriage as a terminable
arrangement— a marriage may be broken by divorce and the partners may take recourse to
remarriage. This is a second major area of change in family structures; {iii) the separation of
child bearing, child rearing from marriage - this trend is the result of unmarried motherhood
as well as increasing divorce. (iv) the re-working of sexual division of labour— this change
involves two issues: women's participation in labour force and men's involvement in domestic
responsibilities. There seems to be reversal of roles for men and women in the family.

It is to be realized that husband and wife will have to relearn their roles and think about
different role models. The role conflict of husband and wife is reflected in conjugal
disharmony, bitterness and unhappiness which may sometimes lead to violence and divorce.
Institutions of marriage and family have thrown out many problems and challenges to the
society and to the family social work profession in particular.

Marriage is one of the key sub-systems in the family. It is the base for family of procreation
and a significant part of family process, marital and family interaction are primary outcome



variables because they reflect happiness with overall functioning of the family (Olson
1983). Literature on family studies have emphasized on three areas -- the satisfaction with the
marriage, with their family lives and with the owverall qualities of their lives.

6.2. Plurality of Family forms:

Sociological studies on family focused on the joint family ignoring other family forms. The
data reveals that the joint family is not prototype of the Indian family. Single person
households, single parent families, mixed marriages, co-habitation without marriage and childless
couples are not accepted as normal family types. We have to recognize that in our cultural
diversity, families have plurality of forms.

Role conflict: Culture is determinant of gender roles. Gender roles are culturally rather than
biologically determined. The roles of mother, wife and sister are cultural constructions. In
every society a higher value is placed on culture. Though women are assigned the roles of
mother, wife and sister culturally in the modern society, they have assumed other roles of bread
winners and careerists occupying responsible positions, holding higher posts and also
participating in social, economic and political activities. .

Impact of western culture and individualization is leading to generational and gender
conflict. There are problems of sharing domestic work among the working husband and wife.
There is need for striking balance between the unity and the harmony of the family and the
rights of the individual.

6.3. Instability of modern family :

The stability of modern family is at stake due to several factors. The control of family over
its members is gradually decreasing. Desertion, judicial separation and divorce, conflicts and
disharmony have become a day-to-day phenomenon. The institution of marriage has
undergone drastic change with the passage oftime. The parents are not playing effective roles
in the process of mate selection For their children. There is preference for love marriage
among educated boys and girls.

6.4 Changes in the functions of family :

There has been a great change in the functions of the family. The very importance of the
family has been reduced. Formerly it was performing economic, religious, educative, social
and recreational functions. Now it is no longer a home for recreation of its members, school
for education of children or a center for their religious training. Many family functions
which were performed formerly by the parents have now been transferred to external agencies.
Cooking, washing and caring for the children are hardly performed in the homes of the West
and also in some of the homes of the East. Even in the task of procreation, there are remarkable
changes as evidenced by the test tube babies, artificial insemination and womb for hire
practices. Despite its structural and functional changes, the family still plays a significant role
in the socialisation of the child and provision of affections, love and emotional satisfactions to
the children.

6.5 Summary:

The family is the most important group in society. It has common characteristics every where
in society. It has distinctive features. There was organization of family at all stages of human
development. Morgan maintains that it has been evolved, through various forms and types such



as the consanguine family, punaluan family, the syndyasmian family, the patriarchal family,
the matriarchal family, joint family, extended family, nuclear family and the modern family.

The pattern of family life has been chan~i  a great deal in recent years. Industrialization,
urbanization, better educational and earning opportunities effected the structure of
the family. The joint family is not proto-type of the Indian family. Single person
house holds, single parent families, mixed marriages, co-habitation without marriage
and childless couples are to be recognized as plurality of forms. The role conflict in
between men and women, husband and wife in the families are giving rise to marital
conflict leading to several problems. The stability of modern family is at stake.
There has been great change in the functions of the family. Many family functions
which were performed by the traditional family have been taken over by external
agencies. Despite its structural and functional changes, the family still plays a
significant role in the socialization and personality development of the child.

6.6. Key words :
1.Joint family
2Nuclear family
3Extended family

6.7 Exercises:
1. Analyse various types of family?
2. Discuss the changes in the structure and functions of family.
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Lesson -7
Kinship, meaning and Characteristics
7.0 Objectives:

After studying the lesson you would be able to learn:
Kinship and its importance in Indian Society

Kinship usages and classificatory system.
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1.7 Summary

7.8  KeyWords
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7.1  Introduction:

Kinship is based on blood relationship in marriage as an institution in Indian Society. Kinship
is bonded by blood relationship. Kinship acted as a taboo and strongly insist on sexual
activity among the unlawful relationships. The institution on marriage is depended on kine
ship, which regulated the social and antisocial relations through the lawful and unlawful
relations. Kinship is based on the custom, convention, tradition and mores. It is a social
responsibility and social obligation with in the social boundaries. Traditional rules and
regulations are guarded through the kinship in the Indian society.

7.2 Meaning of Kinship:

Man does not live alone in society. From birth till death he surrounded by a number of people.
Some of these people are his relatives, some are friends, some are neighbors while all others
are strangers and unknown to him. He is bound to all these people who are related to him
either on the basis of blood of marriage. The relationship based on the blood or marriage may
be close or distinct. The bond of blood or marriage which binds people together in group is
called kinship. According to the Dictionary of Anthropology, kinship system includes
society recognized relationships based on supposed as well as actual genealogical ties. The
relationship are the result of social interaction and recognized by society.

7.3 Typesof Kinship:
Kinship is of two types (i) Affinal Kinship, and (ii) Consanguineous Kinship.

(i) Affinal Kinship: The bond of marriage is called affinal kinship. When a person marries, he
establishes relationship not only with the girl whom he marries but also with a number of
another people in the girls family. More over it is not only the person who gets bound to the
family members of the girl. Thus a host of relations are created as soon as a marriage takes
place. For example, after the marriage a person becomes brother-in-law. Here it may be noted



that in English language a number of relations created by marriage are referred by the san
term. Thus the term 'brother-in-law: is used for bahanoi, sala, jija, and saddu.  On
marriage aerson also becomes foofa, nandoi and mausa. Like wise a girl on marriage
becomes not only a wife but also becomes daughter-in-law, she also becomes chachi, bhabhi,
devrani, jethani mami etc. thus marriage creates a host of relatione ship which are called
affinal Kin.

(if) Consanguineous Kinship: The bond of blood is called the consanguineous kinship. The
cone sanguineous Kin are related through blood where as the affinal kin are related through
marriage. The bond between parents and their children and that between siblings is
consanguineous kinship. Siblings are the children of the same parents. Thus son, brother,
sister, uncle (chacha), elder uncle (taoo)nephew and cousin are consanguineous Kin, i.e,
related through blood. In this connection it may be pointed out that blood relationship may
be actual as well as supposed. Among polyandrous tribes the actual father of a child is
unknown. An adopted child is treated as if it were one's own biologically produced child.
Thus, blood relationship may be established not only on biological basis but also on the basis
of social recognition.

7.4 Degreeof Kinship:

On the basis of nearness of distance relatives can be classified in several Categories. Some
relatives are very close, direct and near, for example, father-son, sister-brother, husband-wife.
They are called primary kin. According to Dr. Dubey, there are eight such primary kin. They
are hushand wife, father-son, mother-daughter, father -daughter, mother-son, younger-elder

brothers, younger elder sisters and sister-brother.

They are secondary kins. They are primary kin of primary kin. In other words, they are
related through primary kin. They are not our primary kin but are the primary kin of our
primary Kkin, hence our secondary kin. For example, fathers brother (chacha), sister's husband
(bahanoi) are secondary kin. The father is my primary kin anais brotier is the primary kin of
father. Therefore, faier's brother is my secondary kin, the primary kin of primary kin
similarly, sister is my primary kin but he husband is my secondary kin.

There are tertiary kins. They are the secondary kin of primary kin of our secondary kin. Thus
the wife of the brother-in-law (sala) called sarhaj in Hindi is tertiary kin because the brother
is my primary kin and his the brother-in-law is the secondary kin of my brother. According
to Mudrock, there are thirty—three secondary and 151 tertiary kin of a person.

7.5 Kinship terms:

Kinship terms are those terms which are used in designating kin of various types. Morgon
made an important study of kinship terms. He classified these terms into (i) classificatory
system, and (ii) Descriptive system.

(i) Classificatory System: Under the classificatory system the various kin are included in
one category and all referred to by the same term. Thus, the term ‘uncle’ is a classificas tory
term. It is used for chacha, mama, foofa, taoo, etc. Similarly the term 'nephew' ‘cousin’
and 'in-laws' are classificatory terms. The Serna Naga of Assam use aja for mother,
father's brother's wife mother's sister. Among Kuki clans, hepu, is used for father's father,
mothers father; mothers brother; wifes father; mothers brothers son; wife's brother ; wife's
brother's son. Thus, people of various age groups are designated by the same term. Among
Angami Naga, the same term is used for members of opposite sexes. The word shi stands for



elder brother, wife's elder sister, husband's elder brother's wife; father's brother' wife. In
Hindi the word 'Samadhin’ is a classificatory term as it refers to father and mother of
daughter-in-law and of son-in-law.

(i) Descriptive System: Under descriptive system one term refers to only one relation. It
describes the exact relation of a person towards another. For example, father is a
descriptive term. Similarly, mother is a descriptive term. In Hindi we have mostly, descriptive
terms. Thus, the terms chacha, mama, mausa, taoo, sala, bahnoi, nondoi, abhanja, abhatija,
bhabi, devar, etc. are descriptive terms and designate the speaker's exact relation.

7.6 Kinship Usages :

The study of kinship system does not end with the description of various kinds of kin and
the basis of their classification but it also includes the study of behaviour patterns of different
kins. Every relationship involves a particular type of behaviour. The behaviour of a son
towards his father is one on respect while the behaviour of husband towards wife is one of
love. The behaviour of a brother towards his sister is one of affection. There are some usages
which regulate the behaviour of different kin. These usages are called kinship usages. Some
of these usages are the following:

(1) Avoidance: In all societies the usage of avoidance is observed in one form or another. It
means that the two kin should remain away from each other. In other words, they should
avoid each other. They should not only avoid sexual relationship but in some cases avoid
seeing the face of each other. Thus a father-in-law (sasur) should avoid daughter-in-law. The
purdah system in Hindu family illustrates the usage of avoidance. Different explanations have
been given for the usage of avoides ance. Two of them are functionalist explanations given by
Fred Eggan and GP.Murdock According to them, avoidance serves to forestall further and
more and more serious trouble between relatives. The third is the Freudian explanation
according to which avoidances represent a sort of institutione alized neurotic symptom.

(if) Joking relationship: It is the reverse of avoidance relationship. Under it a relation is
permitted to tease or make fun of the other. The relationship between. Devar-bhabhi, jija-
Sali is joking relatione ship. The joking may amount to exchange of abuse and vulgar
reference to sex.

(iii) Teknonymy: The word ‘teknonymy' has been taken from the Greek word and was used in
anthropology for the first time by Tylor. According to this uage a kin is not referred to
through another kin. A kin becomes the medium of reference between two kin. Thus, in
traditional Hindu family a wife does not utter the name of her husband. She calls him through
her son or daughter. He is referred to by her as the father of Guddu or Tunnu.

(iv) Avunclate: This kinship usage is a peculiar feature of matriarchal system. It gives the
maternal uncle(mama) a pre eminent place in the life of his nephews and nieces. He has
special obligations towards them which exceed those of father. He has a prior right over their
loyalties. He comes first among all male relatives.

(v) Amitate: When a special role is given to the father's sister, it is known amitate. The father's
sister gets more respect that the mother.

(vi) Couvade: This is a queer usage which is found among many primitive tibes like the
Khasi and the Toda. Under this usage the husband is made to lead the life of an invalid



along with his wife whenever she gives birth to a child. He refrains form active work and take
sick diet. He observes the same taboos which areobserved by his wife. This kinship usages
thus involves the husband and wife.

7.7 Summary:

Kinship usages accomplish two major tasks, First they create groups: Special Groupings of
kin. This marriage assign each mother a hushand, and makes her children his children thereby
creating a special group of father, mother and children which we call "family". The second
major functions of kinship usages is to govern the role relationships between kin; that is how
one kinsman should behave in a particular kinsman's presence, or what one kinsman owes to
another. Kinship assigns guidelines for interactions between the persons. It defines proper,
acceptable role relationship between father and daughter between brother and sister between
son-in-law and between fellow lineage members and clansmen. Kinship thus acts as a
regularizer of social life. It may, however, be noted that rules governing the relationship
between a pair of kinsmen may be highly "patterned” in some societies to allow little leeway
for spontaneity or individual differences, while in other societies, such rules may be less
"patterned” so as to leave much room for individualized behaviour. The Hindu society has
absolute maximum of patterned kin behaviour.

7.8 Key Words:

1) A(final kinship
(if) Consanguineous
(iif) Avunclate

7.9 Model Questions

1. Explain the Characteristics of Kinship and its importance?
2. Define kinship and its impact on the marriage in Indian society?

7.10 Reference Books:
1.Desai, A.R. (1953) :Introduction to Rural Sociology in India

2.Herbert Hewitt Stroup(1960) :Social Work, An Introduction to the Field.
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8.1 Introduction:

In India we come across a special type of social stratification in the form of Castes. Although
evidences of caste are to be found in many parts of the world as among the present day
Massai, the Polynesians, the Burmese and Americans, the most perfect instance is that
which exists in India. Caste is social phenomena found in almost all human societies but
nowhere it took such a well defined and rigid form as it did in India Caste implies an
element of heredity and birth in social stratification. The caste system finds its origin in the
Spanish word. 'Casta’ meaning breed or race. Basically caste means people belonging to the
same breed.

8.2 Meaning and Definition of Caste:

The word ‘caste’ owes its origin to the Spanish word ‘casta’ which means 'breed, race, strain,
or a complex of hereditary qualities. The Portuguese applied this term to the classes of
people in India known by the name of 'jati. The English word ‘caste' is an adjustment of
the original term; various definitions have been given of the word ‘caste’

(i) Risley has defined caste as "a collection of families or group of families bearing a
common name; claiming a common descent from a mythical ancestor, human or devine;
profes sion to follow the same hereditary calling and regarded by those who are competent
to give an opinion as forming a single homogeneous community.

(i) According to Lundberg "A caste is merely a rigid social class into which members are
born and form which they can withdraw or escape only with extreme difficulty." It is the type
of stratification system which is most rigid in matters of mobility and distinctness of status.

(iii) E. A. H. Blunt defines caste as "an endogamous or a collection of endogamous groups,
bearing a common name, membership of which is hereditary; imposing on its members
certain restrictions in the matter of social intercourse; either following a common traditional



occupation or claiming a common origin; and generally regarded as forming a single
homogeneous community",

(iv) According to Maciver, "When status is wholly predetermined so that men are born to
their lot with out any hope of changing it, then class takes the extreme form of caste".

Thus thinkers have variously defined the term 'caste’. But as Ghurye states "With all the
labours of these students, however, we do not posses a real general definition of caste. The
best way to understand the term 'caste’ is to examine the various factors underlying the caste
system.

8.3 Characteristics of Caste System:

In this system society is divided into different segments meaning thereby division of society
into various groups and compulsory association. In it status and position of man is not decided
by his wealth but by his birth. In a caste system there is hierarchy of groups which is on the
basis of ritual, status and purity and impurity. It believes that certain castes are purer than the
others and each individual is required to act within standard fixed norms and cannot go
beyond them. In hierarchy there are concepts of high and low. In a society ridden with castes
there are certain fixed habits and mixing with other classes is forbidden. There are water-
tight compartments in society and interaction between them is quite limited and rigid.
People belonging to different castes suffer from civil and religious disabilities, particularly
those who have not been rated high from view point of prestige and social status. In its
degenerated form, they are not allowed to perform religious ceremonies at public places and
also enjoy very limited civil rights and facilities. There are many social and religious
disabilities in a caste system.

In caste system each caste wants to have monopoly and purity of occupations and is not
required to change the occupations. This has resulted in a limited choice of occupations
and also competition. It is considered more or less impossible for caste people to leave
their ancestral occupation. In a caste system society is divided into castes and sub-castes and
no one is supposed to marry not only outside the caste but outside his sub-caste. While
settling matrimonial alliances consideration of caste and sub-caste dominate.

In India caste system is very deep-rooted. In our caste system there is perfect segmental
division of society and also there are hierarchal groups. We have also restrictions on
feeding and social inter-course and the Sudras suffer from civil and religious disabilities. The
people belonging to a caste follow more or less ancestral occupation and thus choice of
occupations is very limited. Though there are instances of inter-caste marriages, yet on the
whole there are many restrictions of castes and sub-castes in matters of marriage.

8.4 Merits and Demerits of Caste System:

Merits of Caste System: From time to time the Indian Caste System has been attacked
from various quarters and to it have been ascribed all the numerous evils from which society
is suffering. But the very fact that it continues in spite of these attacks before, goes to prove that
Brahmins retained their supremacy for two thousand years proves that they were eminently
fitted to be in position of domination. The merits of the caste system are the following:

() Trade Union and orphanage: It has provided every individual with a fixed
social environment. In the words of Hutton, "He is provided in this a way with a



permanent body of associations which control almost all his behaviours and contacts; his
caste canalizes his choice in marriage, acts as his trade union, his friendly or benefits society,
his state-club and his orphanage; it takes place from him of health insurance and if need be,
provided for the trade".

(it) Spirit of Cooperation: It has fostered the spirit of co-operation and fellow-feeling
among members of the same caste. By helping the poor and needy, it has avoided the
necessity of the state supporting the poor. It minimizes envy or unhappiness.

(iii) Defines economic pursuits: It defines the economic pursuits of individual. There is an
occupation pertaining to every caste so that the child's future is not only carved out already
but also a proper place of apprenticeship is provided. Since there is identification of work
with caste, and little thought of change, there is more pride in workmanship. Ancient
Indian was provided wvith generations of craftsmen and soil cultivators who were
extremely skillful in their avocations.

(iv) Racial Purity: It has preserved the racial purity of the higher caste by forbidding
indiscriminate inter-marriages and has greatly fostered the habits of cleanliness by insisting
on ritual

purity.

L

(v) Influences intellectual make-up: It influences the intellectual make-up of an individual.

Since the caste dictates to each member customs to be observed in the manner of
diet, the observance of ceremonies and whether he may marry a window, his views on the
social and political matters are bound to be influenced by his caste customs. This fosters the
spirit of equality within the groups.

(vi) Integration of the Country: It develops class consciousness with out breeding class
struggle. It has created an efficient organization of Hindu society without giving any chance
to class fictions and factions. It was a best device to organize within one society people of
different cultural levels. It prevented the country from splitting up into warring racial units.
It integrated Indian Society into one vast variegated community whereby a stable and
orderly organization of society could be possible.

(vii) Provides for various functions: It provides for the various functions necessary to
social life - "functions ranging from education to scavenging, from government to domestic
service of the most religious dogma, the belief in Karma, which renders the superficially
inequitable distribution of functions acceptable as being part of the divine order of the
universe”. It provides a much better method of division of labour than European class
system.

(viii) Cultural Diffusion: It helps in cultural diffusion within the group. The caste customs,
beliefs, skill, behaviour, the trade secrets are passed on from generation to generation.
Culture is thus carried from one age to another.

(ix) Separation of Social from Political life: It has separated the social from political life
and has maintained its independence from political influences. S.C. Hill says, "His intimate
life, the life Which to the Hindu really matters, is altogether independent of the political
conditions, which happen to prevail”. It serves as a great church and maintains its own
religious system by providing for the worship of caste Gods.



Demerits of Caste System: The caste system has given rise to several evils.

(1) Denies mobility of Labour: It has denied mobility of labour since the individual must
follow the caste occupation and cannot change it according to his likes or dislikes. This led
to stagnation.

(i) It leads to untouchability. According to Mahatma Gandhi it is "the hate fullest expression of
caste”. Large section of people are reduced to the state of virtual slavery. In addition, it has
created many other social evils like child marriage, dowry system, purda system and
casteism.

(iii) Solidarity retarded: It has retarded the growth of solidarity and brotherhood in the Hindu
society by rigidly separating one class from another and denying any type of social intercourse
between them. It had led to the disintegration of Hindu society and weakened it.

(iv) Wrong man in occupation: It often results in putting man on wrong occupation. There is
no guarantee that a priest's son would also like to be a priest or would posses the qualities
for a successfll priest. Under the caste system he cannot take up any other profession even
though he may possess the skill and liking for that. It does not utilize fully the talents and
capabilities of the population and is therefore a barrier to optimum productivity.

(v) Obstacle to national unity: It has proved an obstacle to the growth of national unity in the
country. The lower classes feel discoritented at the behaviour meted out to them in society.
As Dr. GS. Ghurye states™ It is the spirit of caste-patriotism which engenders opposition to
other castes and creates an unhealthy atmosphere for the growth of national consciousness”. E.
Schmidt also pointed out that one of the most tragic consequences of the caste system is that it
prevents the development of general national consciousness.

(vi) Obstacle to social progress: It is a great obstacle to the social and economic progress of
the nation. Since the people, believe, in the theory of 'Karma', they become conservative. And
their economic position is fixed, they are led to inertial killing their initiative and enterprise.

(vii) Undemocratic: Lastly, the caste system is undermocratic because it denies equal rights to
all irrespective of their caste, creed or colour. Social barriers are erected specially in the way
of lowest class individuals who are not given freedom for the mer.tal and physical
development and are not provided with opportunities for that.

It is on account of the closed character of Indian caste system that the people of India are so
lowly motivated and the society as a whole is inert and apathetic. As James Bryce says,
‘Social structure is an important factor. Where men are divided by language, or by religion, or
caste distinctions grounded on race or on occupation, there are grounds for mutual distress and
animosity which make it hard for them to act together or for each section to recognize equal
rights in the other". Until the caste barriers are fractured and it becomes possible for a man
of low status to profit by individual effort, such effort will not be forthcoming and the
society will ultimately suffer.



8.5 Interdependence of Castes:

Caste system, as seen above, is a peculiar feature of the Indian society. It has strong
hold in the rural area than the cities. Caste provides rules of social behaviour which
cannot be violated. Each caste under caste system tries to maintain its hold over the
members and controls their behaviour.

The traditions, custom and rules of behaviour differ from caste to caste. Although the
different castes are socially segregated, yet there arise several social occasions when
one caste has to secure the services of the other castes. Such dependence among the
castes has been called vertical unity by Srinivas. It has also been given the name of
‘Jajmani system' under which each group within a village is expected to give certain
standardized services to the other castes. The more important castes who render
services to other castes are the following:

(i) Brahmanas: The primary function of the Brahmana caste is to perform various
religious and ceremonial rituals. At the birth of a child the Brahman is called to
prepare the horoscope of the child. He also fixes the date and time of 'chothi and
barah’. He also fixes the day and time for 'mundan’ ceremony. At the time of
marriage the Brahman performs the marriage rituals and cites 'mantras’. At the time of
death he is called to perform the last ceremonies. If he finds some ill omens, he also
tells the methods to get rid of the evil days in future. In return for his services, the
Brahman gets payment both in case and kind. Generally the landlords do not pay
cash but pay a part of the crops during harvest. The Brahman continues to perform
his above tradition services even today for all the castes.

(i) Kumhars: The 'Kumhawr or potters make earthen pots. In the villages the
people use earthen pots to store the grain and for other domestic purposes. These
pots are supplied by the potters. They also supply 'Kulhars' and other earthen pots at
the time of birth, marriage and death. They get either cash or grain in return for the
pots supplied by them. They are also given food during marriage period. Some times,
they get clothes.

(iii) Nai: The 'Nai' or barber is an important person for several social and religious
function. At the time of birth, marriage or death he cuts the hair of the family
members of his jJajman’. He also carries marriage or death messages to the relatives.
Sometimes, he acts as mediator for negotiating a marriage. In return for his services
he gets clothes and a part of crops.

(iv) Dhobi: The 'Dhabi' or washer man washes the clothes of his 'jajman’. In return
for his services he gets a part of the grains. On special occasion like marriage or
birth he also gets clothes or utensils.

(v) Barhi and Lohar: The carpenter and the blacksmith make or repair the traditional
agricultural implements of the farmers. They also do other work such as making
doors, windows etc,. They get fixed rates of payment for different services. The
services of these classes are needed by all the castes in the village.

(vi) Darji: The 'Darji' or tailor stiches new clothes or mends the old ones. His
services are also required by all the castes in the village. Generally, the village tailor



mends the old clothes free while charges fixed rates for stiching the new ones. From
some families he gets a part of the crops during harvest.

(vii) Chamar: The 'Chamars' generally carry the work of shoe making and shoe
repair. Their services are required on other occasions also. They do the menial work
like sweeping the animal sheds and looking after the animals. They also remove
carcasses. They also work as agricultural labourers. They receive payment in form of
food, grain or cash. For removal of the carcasses they get the skin of the animal as
payment.

(viii) Gadaria: The 'Gadaria’ or shepherds are the herdsmen who keep sheep, goat, cows,
and buffaloes. They sell milk and get cash payment. After harvesting they take their animals
to the fields so that the animals waste may fertilize the fields. The 'Gadarias' also cultivate
the land.

(ix) Bhangi: The 'Bhangi' or sweepers do the sanitary work in villages; there are no flush
or even clean latrines. The sweepers remove the night soil from the houses and throw them
away from the village. On ceremonial occasions their services are particularly important for
which they are paid both in cash and kind. They also work as agricultural labourers for which
they get a part of the crops at the time of harvest. They also get old clothes to put on from
their jajmans.

(x) Bhania: The 'Bania’ generally sells the things to daily necessities on cash or credit basis
to the villagers. He also lends money to the farmers and other castes. The rate of interest is
generally compound. Such loans are usually given to purchase bullocks, mortgage their land
to the money lenders.

The jajman’ system is advantageous as (i) it provides security of occupation, the occupation
being hereditary; (ii) it provides economic security as the jajman’ looks after all the needs
of the serving family (iii) it reinforces their relations between the jajman and his parjan
which are more personal than economic. But the Jajman system once useful to Indian
society has gradually been reduced into exploitation of the lower castes. The higher castes
exploit the lower caste people who find themselves helpless before the money power of their
patrons. The Jajmani system suffers from all the evils of caste system. Due to the impact of
urbanization and the growth of rapid means of transport the jajmani system is getting
disintegrated; yet it may not be denied that the functional intere interdependence of castes is a
marked feature of the Indian caste system in the villages.

8.6 Modern trends of Caste System:

In India the system was never perfect. Long before the Muslims or the British, there were
factors in India that worked against the system. In fact a system which lays emphasis on the
ideal of absolute social inequality is inherently contradictory. It not only internally
inconsistent but also incompatible with societal needs. To be practicable, the ideal world
require a static social order. But society is never static. The external conditions in which the
society lives and to which it must adjust if it is to survive, are constantly changing. Social
change requires social adaptation.  The social system must adjust to the changing
conditions, and such adjustments inevitably leads to certain amount of social mobility and the
consequent contravening of the principle of absolute fixity of status. In modern times this
rigid element of caste system has undergone further changes and looking at events one can
definitely say that have brought about these changes in caste system may be now described.



(i) Reformist movements: The first important factor nibbling at the root of the caste system
was the spread of western education. The British brought with themto India a casteless culture
and a literature full of thoughts on individual liberty. The Indian who studied this literature
could not but be impressed with the progressive ideas of English writers. As a result some
Indians like Raja Rama Mohan Roy and Devendranath Tagore started movements aiming at
the brotherhood of man. The idea of Brahma Samaj was to establish a brotherhood wherein
man shall not be divided from man on account of caste. Swami Dayananda preached for
the substitution of four fold divisions of the Hindu society in place of the present manifold
ramifications and started an association, Arya samaj for reviving the ancient purity of vedic
society. In Poona, Jyothirao Pholev, though a mali by caste and of comparatively little education
started the association called the Satyashodhak Samaj in 1873 for ascertaining the worth of
man irrespective of caste. He demanded representation for all classes of the Hindus
in all the local bodies, the bodies the services and institutions and also established a
primary school for the so-called untouchabies in Poona. Mahatma Gandhi, the Father
of the Nation, made the problem of the removal of untouchability a national one. His
name will always be remembered in the history of its abolition.

(i) Legislation during British rule: By the establishment of British courts and
administrating a uniform criminal law, they removed from the hands of the caste panchayats
many matters that used to be erstwhile adjudicated by them. After it, the British administrators
tackled civil matter. In 1856 the Widow Remarriages Act was passed which contained
clauses practically, violating the customs of the lower castes. In 1876 the High Court of
Bombay ruled that 'courts of law do not recognize the authority of a caste to declare a
marriage void, or to give permission to a woman to remarry”. The Caste Disabilities
Removal Act of 1850 gave another blow to the caste integrity. Then the special marriage Act
was passed in 1872, which made it possible for an Indian of whatever caste or creed,
provided the parties registered the contract of marriage, declaring inter alia that they did not
belong to any religion. This cause of declaration was repealed by the Amending Act of 1923
which applies only to Hindus including Jains, Sikhs, and Bahmos. In 1925 in Madras, all
public wells and schools are thrown open to all the classes including the depressed.
Government scholarships and concessions in fees were awarded to the students of the
depressed classes. Under the Montague-Chelmsford scheme special representation was
extended to depressed classes.

(i) Impact of Industr.al revolution: Industrial revolution has also been a factcr
responsible for transforming the Hindu social structure. Caste system in India is to a very
large extent related to village industries and handicrafts. The decay of village handicrafts and
hereditary occupation, which is the inevitable result of industrialization, effects the social
structure in a number of ways. The old occupations having disappeared new occupations to
day than under the old regime. At present many members of the Brahman caste are seen
engaged in almost any of the occupations except in various artisan castes are shopkeepers,
bank clerks and teachers. The pace of caste panchayats has been taken over by trade unions,
law courts, and other such bodies. The trade unions include all the workers, to whatever,
caste they belong, as members. Caste restrictions cannot be enforced in a factory where
members from the lower class brush their shoulders with the members of the higher class.
i

(iv) Attack by Indian Constitution: The most systematic and severe attack on the caste
system has been recently made by the constitution of India. Its very preamble solemnly asserts
that the people of India have constituted themselves, into Sovereign Democratic Republic,



which is named 'India, that is Bharat". The citizens of India have avowed that the purpose of
their political associations is to guarantee every citizen not only equality of opportunity, not
only absence of unequal treatment in social and economic matters but also to bring about a
state of affairs in which differences of status will .ot exist. Equality of status for individuals
can exist only in a classless society and not even in a casteless one. In guaranteeing the right
of equality Sec. 15 of the Indian constitution reads (1) The state shall not discriminate against
any citizen on grounds only of religion, race, castes, place of birth or any of them.

(2) No Citizen shall, on grounds only of religion, race, caste, sex, birth on any of them, be
subject to any disability, liability, restriction or condition with regard to (a) Access to shops,
public restaurants, hotels, and places and public entertainment, or (b) the use of wells, tanks,
bathing ghats, roads and places of public resort maintained wholly or partially out of state
funds or dedicated to the use of the general public. The constitution may thus be said to have
abolished caste and its lingering coercive practices. It is a solemn promise that the legislature
will do everything possible to create a society in which inequality of status does not exist.

8.7 Future of Caste System in India:

The village, the heart of Hindu social organization, is the seat of caste at its strongest. The
endogamous nature of caste has remained almost the same with this difference that whereas
the formerly marriage, outside the caste was not even thought of, today many young men and
women are prepared to break through the caste if love-marriage demands it. In such
marriages the female partner belongs to a caste lower than that of male partner. The older
generation, however, still thinks in old caste terms. One has still to depend very largely on
one's caste for help at critical periods of one's life like marriage and death. Casteism still
persists in government services and political elections. Seats are reserved for backward and
scheduled castes in government services as well as in the legislatures. They are given
special scholarships for education. Though, Untouchability has been legally abolished; still
the stratification system is strongly embedded in Indian life. The enthusiasm of youth will
surely transcend the artificial barriers of caste. With the spread of education and the
consequent amelioration of economic position, it is hoped that Indian people will rise to the
occasion and throw off the caste system.

8.8 Summary:

Caste system, has a peculiar feature in Indian society. It has strong hold in the rural areathan
the cities. Caste provides rules of social behaviour which cannot be violated. Each caste under
caste system tries to maintain its hold over the members and controls their behaviour. The
traditions, custom and rules of behaviour differ from caste to caste. Although the different
castes are socially segregated, yet there arise several social occasions when one caste has to
secure the services of the other castes. In India caste system is very deep-rooted.. In our
caste system there is prefect segmental division of society and also there are hierarchal
groups. We have also restrictions on feeding and social inter-course and the Sudras suffer
from civil and religious disabilities. The people belonging to a caste follow more or less
ancestral occupation and thus choice of occupations is very limited. Though there are
instances of inter-caste marriages, yet on the whole there are many restrictions of castes
and sub-castes in matters of marriage.
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8.10 Self-Assessment Questions:

1. Define caste and explain the characteristics of caste?
2. Explain the significance of Caste in Indian Society?
3. What is the role of caste in social stratification?

8.11 Suggested Readings:

1. Hutton. J.H. (1951) : Caste in India, Oxford University Press.

2. Ghurye G.S. (1950) : Caste and Class in India, Bombay, Popular Book Depot.
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90Introduction:

Social structure is an abstract and intangible phenomena as individuals are the units of
association and institution so these associations and institutions are the units of social
structure. These institutions and associations are interrelated in a particular arrangement and
thus create the pattern of social structure. It refers to the external aspects of the society, which
is relatively stable as compared to the functional or internal aspect of society. Social structure
is a 'living' structure, which is created, maintained for a time and changes.

9.1 Meaning of Social Structure:

Social structure is the basic concept for the proper understanding of society. Since long
many efforts have been made to define 'Social Structure' but still there is no unanimity of
opinion on its definition. Herbert Spencer was the first writer to throw light on the structure
of society. He called society an Organism but this view of society was confused. Emile
Durkheim also made a futile attempt to define it. The following are the important views on
social structure.

Nadals View: Nadal tied to explain in this definition that 'Structure, refers to definable
articulation, an ordered arrangement of parts. It is related to the outer aspect or the frame
work of society and is totally unconcerned with the functional aspect of the society.
Nadal therefore says "structure indicates an ordered arrangement of parts, which can
be treated as transportable, being relatively invariant, while the parts themselves are
variable". According to him there are three elements of a society (i} a group of people,



(i) institutionalized rules according to which the members of the group interact and
(iii} an institutionalized pattern or expression of these interactions.

Ginsberg's View : According to Ginsberg "The study of social structure is
concerned with the principle forms of social organizations i.e. types of groups of
associations and institutions and the complex of these which constitute society. A full
account of social structure would involve a review of the whole field of comparative
institutions.

Maclver's View : Maciver and Page have also regarded the social structure as
abstract which is composed of several groups like family, church, class, caste, state,
community etc. They have given due consideration to those sources and powers who
bind these groups into a chain to give them a definitive form of social structure. Since
society is the organization of social relationship and is abstract therefore, its structure is
also abstract. Maciver nd Page also refer to the stability and changefulness of social
structure. They write, "For while the social structure itself is unstable and changeful it
has a definite character at every stage, and many of its major elements have shown
greater persistence to type through change.” In their study of social structure they
have included the study of association, institutions, groups, functional systems and
institutional complexes.

9.2 Elements of Social Structure:

In a social structure the human beings organize themselves into associations for the
pursuit of some objects. The aim can be fulfilled only if the social structure is based
upon certain principles. These principles set the elements of social structure in
motion which are as follows:

() Normative System: Normative system presents the society with the ideals and
values. The people attach emotional importance of these norms. The institutions and
associations are inter-related according to these norms. The individuals perform their
roles in accordance with the accepted norms of society.

(i) Position system: Position system refers to the statuses and roles of the
individuals. The desires, aspirations and expectations of the individuals are varied,
multiple and unlimited. So these can be fulfilled only if the members of society
are assigned different roles according to their capacities and capabilities. Actually
the proper functioning of social structure depends upon proper assignment of role
and statuses.

(iii) Sanction System: For the proper enforcement of norms, every society has a
sanction system. The non-conformists are punished by the society according to the
nature of none conformists in a well organised society. Non-conformity is also an
essential feature of society, otherwise there would be no progress. But the non --
conformists is smaller than the number of conformists. The stability of a social
structure depends upon the effectiveness of social sanction system.

(iv) A System of anticipated response: The anticipated response system calls
upon the individuals to participated in the social system. His preparation sets the
social structure in motion. The successful working of social structure depends upon
the realization of his duties by the individual and his efforts to fulfill these duties.



(v) Action System: It is the object or goal to be arrived at by the social structure. The whole
social structure. The whole social structure revolves around it. The action is the root
cause which weaves the web of social relationships and sets the social structure in
motion.

It may be emphasized that social structure is an abstract entity. It cannot be seen it parts are
dynamic and constantly changing. They are spatially widespread and therefore difficult to
see as whole. Any scientific understanding of social structure would require structural-
functional approach.

9.3 Types of Social Structure:

Talcott Parsons has described four principal types of social structure. His classification is
based on four social values: Universalistic social values, particularistic social values, achieved
social values, and ascribed social values. Universalistic social values are those which are
found almost fin every society and are applicable to every body. For example every society
values the expert craftsmen as in that case production is both cheaper and superior and thus the
efficient craftsmen are selected in every society.

Particularly social values are the features of particular societies and those differ from society
to society. If, for example, selection is made on the basis of caste, religion, state etc. it means
that in such societies particularistic social values are considered more important. When the
statuses are achieved on the basis of efforts, it means that such societies attach importance
to achieved social values. When the statuses are hereditary then the society gives
consideration to ascribed social statuses.

1) The Universalistic — Achievement Pattern: This is the combination of the value patterns
which sometimes are opposed to the values of social structure built mostly about kinship,
community, class and race. Universalism by itself favors status-determination on the basis
of generalization rules independently of one's achievement. When the universalism is
combined with the achievement values it produces a social structure of universalistic -
achievement pattern. Under this type of social structure, the choice of goal by the individual
must be in accord with the universalistic values. His pursuits are defined by universalistic
moral norms. Such a system is dynamically developing system with an encouragement for
initiative. On the one hand it has to resort to adoptive structures which are in conflict with its
major value patterns; on the other hand, it cannot allow the adoptive structure which are in
conflict with its major value patterns, on the other hand, it cannot allow the adoptive
structures become too important, lest the social structure shift into another type.

(i) The Universalistic-Ascription Patterns: Under this type of social structure, the elements
of valuee orientation are dominated by the elements of ascription. Therefore, in such a social
structure, strong emphasis is laid on the status of the individual, rather than on his specific
achievements. The emphasis is on what an individual is rather than on what he has done.
Status is ascribed to the group that to individual. The individual derives his status from his
group. Hence is such a structre are found the concepts of aristocracy and ethnic superiority.
Nazi Germany was such a type of society. In this type of social structure all resources are
mobilized in the interest of the collective ideal. It tends to have a "political” accent as
distinguished form the "economic" accent. There is a strong emphasis on the state as the
primary organ for the realization oft' ¢ ideal states of collective affairs. Collective morality as
distinguished from the individual morality has harticularly central place. To sum up, it may



be said that the universalistic-achievement type of social structure is "individualistic" whereas
the universalistic ascription type is collective".

(i) The Particularistic-Achievement Pattern: This type combines achievement
values with particularism. The primary criterion of valued achievement is found not in
universalistic terms such as conformity to a generalized ideal or efficiency but these are
focused on certain points of reference within the relational system itself or are inherent in
the situation. The emphasis on achievement leads to the conception of a proper pattern of
adaptation which is the product of human achievement and which can be maintained only by
continuous effort. This type involves a far more unequivocal acceptance of kinship ties than is
the case with either of the universalistic types. It is more traditionalistic. Parsons has kept the
Indian and the Chinese social structure under this category.

(iv) The particularistic-Ascriptive Pattern: In this type also the social structure is organised
around the relational reference points notably those of kinship and local community but it
differs from the particularistic- achievement type in as much as the relational values are taken
as given and passively "adapted to" rather than made for an actively organised system. The
structure tends to be traditionalistic and emphasis is laid on its stability. According to Parsons
the Spanish social structure is the example of such a type.

9.4 Social Institutions :

We may also devote some attention to the concept of social institution in this chapter because
social institution are essential to maintain the ordered arrangement of social structre. The
institutions are collective modes of behaviour. They prescribe a way of doing things. They
bind the members of the group together. Some thinkers have distinguished between
‘institutions’ refers to the normative patterns of behaviour, whereas institutional agencies are
the social systems through which these express themselves. But since there is a close
integration of these normative complexes and the systems through which they are made
effective, therefore most of the writers do not distinguish between them. The common
practice is to refer to family, school, church, state, and many others as the institutions of
society.

9.5 Kinds of institutions:

There are five primary institutions, These are (i) the family, (ii) economics, (iii) religion, (iv)
education, and (v) state. There are a number of secondary institutions. Thus the secondary
institutions derived from family would be the marriage, divorce, monogamy, polygamy, etc.
The secondary institutions of economics are property, trading, credit, banking etc. The
secondary institutions of religion are church temple, mosque, totem, taboo etc. The
secondary institutions of education are school, college university etc. the secondary
institutions of state are interest groups, party system, democracy etc. Institutions may grow
as do the folkways, and mores or they may be created just as laws are enacted. For instance,
monogamy or polyandry grew in response to some felt needs of the people. Banks grew as the
need for borrowing and lending money was felt. Schools and colleges are created by deliberate
choice and action. An important feature that e find in the growth of institutions is the extension
of the power of the state over the other primary institutions. The state now exercises more
authority by laws may be enacted for example, Hindu code bill. To day the family is being
regulated and controlled by the state in a score of ways. A number of traditional functions of a
family have been taken over by the state. The sate has enacted laws regulating marriage,
divorce, adoption and inheritance. The authority of state has similaryy been extended to
economics, to education and to religion.



9.6 Functions of institutions:

The functions of institutions are of two kinds:(i) Manifest and (ii) Latent. Manifest
functions which are intended and main functions are those functions which are intended and
main functions, i.e. , those functions which are intended and main functions, i.e., those
functions are unintended functions. They are not the primary functions but only the by
products. Thus the manifest functions of education are the development of literacy, training
for occupational roles and the inclusion of basic social values. But its latent function would
be keeping youth off the Labour market, weakening the control of parents or development of
friendship. The manifest functions of religion are worship of God and instruction in religious
ideology. Its latent functions would be to develop attachment to one's religious community,
to alter family life and to create religious hatred. The manifest function of economic institutions
is to produce and distributed goods, their latent functions may be to promote urbanization,
promote the growth of Labour unions and redirect education. The latent functions of an
institution may support may support the intended objective may damage the norms of the
institution.

9.7 Inter-relations of institutions:

Asocial Structure owes its stability to a proper adjustment of relationships among te different
institution. No institutions works in a vacuum. Religion, education, government and business all
interact on each other. Thus education creates attitudes. Which influence the acceptance
or rejection of religious dogmas. Religion may exalt education because it threatens the faith.
Business conditions may influence the family life. Unemployment may determine the
number of people who feel able to marry. An unemployed person may postpone his
marriage till he gets employed in a suitable job. Postponement of marriage may affect the
birth rates. The state influences the functions and determine their institutional norms. The
Businessmen, educators, clergymen and the functionaries of all other institutions also seek
to influence the acts of state, since any state action may obstruct or help the realization of
their institutional objectives. Thus social institutions are closely related to each other. The
inter-relationships of the various institutions can be linked to a Wheel. The rim would be
the community within which the various institutions operate. All institutions face the
problem of continuously adjusting themselves to a changing society:.

Changes in the social environment may bring changes in all the institutions. Inflation may
have a great influence on marriage, death, crime and education. Break down of economic
institutions may have radical effects upon the political institutions. Any change in an
institution may lead to a change in the another institutions.

9.8 Summary:

Social structure is a 'living' structure, which is created, maintained for a time and changes. In
a social structure the human beings organize themselves into associations for the pursuit of
some objects. The aim can be fulfilled only if the social structure is based upon certain
principles. Since society is the organization of social relationship and is abstract, therefore, its
structure is also abstract. Maciver and Page also refer to the stability and changefulness of
social structure. Nadal tied to explain in this definition that 'Structure, refers to definable
articulation, an ordered arrangement of parts. It is related to the outer aspect or the framework
of society and is totally unconcerned with the functional aspect of the society.
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1. Discuss the concept of social structure?

2What are the elements of social Structure?
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10.0 Introduction:

The distribution of the population in social groups and the size, number and characteristics of
such group, are important features of the structure of a society. The description and
classification of the principal types of social groups and institutions in Ginsberg's view,
make-up the study of social structure.

Man's life is to an enormous extent a group life. He not only lives in groups and
continuously creates with his fellows new groups nut he also develops a variety of verbal
symbols with which to identify them. The result is a series of group terms in the language of
every society, we often use the word ‘group’ itself to refer to such diverse collectivities as the
family or to this or that division of sec or age or intelligence or temperament. in short, the
population of a society is organized in the forms of social groups and these constitute
important ~ features ~ of  institutions or  enduring  patterns  of  behavior



which arise from the activities of social group. That is why a knowledge of social groups is helpful in
studying institutions in the structure in society.

Group is any collection of human beings who are brought into social relationships with one another.
Social relationships involve some degree of reciprocity between those related, some measure of mutual
awareness as reflected in the attitudes of the members of the group on the basis of this criterion, many
of those divisions of a population that are sometimes named social groups.

Group is a plurality of person who have a common identity, at least some feeling of unity, certain
common goals and shared norms. Social group is a collection of human beings who are brought into
social relationship with one another. The essence of social group is not physical closeness but a
consciousness of interaction. It is through group experience that human beings become distinctively
human.

10.1 Definition of group:

While "group” of one of the most important concept of sociology, there is disagreement upon its definition.
Such confusion persists because some terms continue to be used with more than one meaning, because to
invent an entirely new set of several words to cover the several meanings would be even more
confusing.

Consequently there are several meanings of 'group” in the sociological literature. In one usage the term
denotes 'any physical collection people’. In these usages, a group shares nothing except physical
closeness.

A second meaning is that of 'a number of people who share some common characteristics/ thus males,
college students, physicians and old people would each be a group. "category" would be more satisfactory
term but sociologists often use "group” where "category” would be more precise.

Another usage defines a group as a 'number of people who share some organized patterns of recurrent
interaction’. This definition would include family, the friendship clique, organization any kind of
collective contrat between people who repeatedly interact according to some pattern of actions and
relationships.

Another usage is 'any number of people who share consciousness of members together and of interaction’.
By this definition, two persons waiting for a bus would not be a group but would become a group is they
start a conversation or any other interaction. The essence ofthe social group is not physical closeness but a
consciousness of interaction.

Some of the definitions of social group are as follows:

According to Maclver, "by group we mean any collection of human beings who are brought into social
relation with one another.

According to Bogardus, "A social group may be thought as a number of persons, who have some
common object ot attention who are stimulating each other".

According to Williams, "A social group is a given aggregate of people inter-related roles and recognized
by themselves or others as a unit of interaction.

To sum, social group is an aggregate of individuals in which (a) definite relations exist among the
individuals comprising it; and (b) each individual is conscious of the group itself and its symbols.
Social groups are different from social classes, status groups are crowds, which not only lack



structure but whose members are less aware or even unaware of existence of the group. These
have called quasi groups.

Social groups are similar to social categories in that members are aware that they share
something in common- a consciousness of kind. They differ from social categories in one important
respect-social relation between individuals. The members of a social group are in interaction with one
another-that is there is a mutual and reciprocal influencing by two or more people of each other's feelings,
attitude and actions.

10.2 Characteristics of Group life:

From out day to day life we find that people must live in groups. Intact without group life, life of an
individual may become horrible and miserable. Group life has certain characteristics which may be
briefly discussed under.

1. Inter-relation of members: In a group members must have social relationships. Simply coming of
people together does not form a group. Thus though it is a collection of people yet the members are
either directly or indirectly related with each other.

2. We-feeling: Members of groups have we-feeling in the sense that they are one, whereas all other are
outsiders. They feel that harmful powers should be collectively defended. They have a sense of
collectivity.

3. Feeling of Unity. Itis essential for members of a social group that they have a feeling of unity. It is
this feeling which in actual practice develops a sense of sympathy among the members and brings
them nearer to each other.

4, Common Purpose. For a stable social group it is essential that its members much have some sort of
common purpose which means wither common ends or common purpose which means either
common ends or common needs. Without that group cannot come into existence.

5. Common Behavior. Not only for this that ends needs should be common but it is essential that there
should be common behaviors of the members. In fact, with common needs and ends, behavior comes more
or less common.

6. Organization. A social group is always organized and has certain norms and rules of behavior. It
cannot remain un-organized or disorganized.

7. Groups Norms. Each group is required to have certain norms which it must evolve, if it does not have
them. It is expected of all members to respect those norms at all costs.

8. Control Over Members. A group must have control over its members. Each member is required to
live in discipline and under control. Those who neglect group discipline are punished and greater
punishment is public criticism.

10.3 Classification of social groups:

We may classify from a veriety of view points, the types of groups in which men participate. Some of the
factors on the basis of which group classification Is usually done are a follows:

1. On the basis of social interaction.

2. Onthe basis of the degree of quality of interaction.
3. Onthe basis of degrees of intimacy of contact.

4. Onthe basis of range of group interest.



5. Onthe basis of duration of interest.
6. Onthe basis of degree of organization.
7. On the basis of size.

Groups range from such highly developed organizations as the modern factory or governmental
hierarchy to a largely unorganized temporary crowd and permanent class.

In the classification of human groups one of the broadest and most fundamental distinction is that
between small and intimate groups on the one hand and large and impersonal groups on the other.
In its formulation of this dichotomy, American sociological theory has generally followed Cooley's
distinction between primary and secondary groups. European theory has followed a somewnhat
similar distinction formulated by Tennies between Gemeinschaft and Gesellschaft.

1. Primary and Secondary Groups. CH Cooley has classified social groups on the basis of type
of contact members of the group have amongst themselves. He divided groups between primary
and secondary groups.

We enter into primary group relationship with the members of our immediate family, our
companions and friend. These groups are primary in the sense of being fundamental to each of us
and to society. They are fundamental because.

(1) Within them, we are initiated into the patterns of culture.

(if) They constitute the chief focus for realizing social satisfactions.

(iii) By virtue of their emotional tone and their binding social ties, social groups function as basic:
instruments of social control.

(iv) Social groups have extraordinary capacity for rewarding conformity and punishing deviance.

(v) Social groups define "social reality” for us; they not only "structure” the ways in which we perceive
the world but they also shape our self-perception through the feedback they give us concerning the
appropriateness of our behavior Hence primary groups function not only a “"carriers' of cultural
norms but as " enforcers" of them.

Passing to Cooley's classification of groups, Cooley has classified groups into primary and secondary,
though Cooley has never used the term 'secondary groups'. His concept of primary groups is similar to

Sumner's concept of the in-group.

10.4 Primary Groups:

Meaning of Primary Group. The primary groups the nucleus of all social organizations. Itis a
small group in which a small number of persons come into direct contact with one another. They meet
“face to face" for mutual help, companionship and discussion of common questions. They live in the
presence and thought of one another. Charles H. Cooley, the first sociologist to draw the attention to
primary groups, describes them in the following words:

"By primary groups | mean those characterized by intimate face-to-face association and coe
operation. They are primary, in several senses, but chiefly in that they are fundamental in framing the
social nature and ideals of individual. The result of intimate association psychologically is a certain
fusion of individualities in a common whole, so that one's very self, for many purposes, at least, is the
common life and purpose of the group. Perhaps the simplest way of describing the wholeness is by
saying that it is a 'we'"; it involves the sort of sympathy and mutual identification for which ‘we' is the
natural expression. One lives in the feeling of the whole and finds the chief aim of his will in that
feeling.



It is not to be supposed that the unity of the primary group is one of mere harmony and love. It is always a
differentiated and usually a competitive unity, admitting of self assertion and various appropriative
passions; but these passions are socialized by sympathy, and come or tend to come under the discipline of
the common spirit. The individual will be ambitious, but the chief object his ambition will feel allegiance to
common standards of service and fair play. So the boy will dispute with his fellows for a place in the
team, but above such disputes will place the common glory of his class and sch-ool.

The most important spheres of the intimate associated and co-operation though by no means the only ones
are the family, the play group of children, and the neighborhood or community group of elders. These are
practically universal belonging to all times and all stages of development, and are accordingly a chief
basis of what is universal in human nature and in human ideals."

In his definition of primary group. Cooley lays emphasis on "face-to-face association” and the relationship
of "sympathy and mutual identification,”1.e., 'we' feeling. It is in the possession of the 'we' feeling, the
quality of 'sympathy and mutual identification' that Cooley distinguishes the 'primary' from the 'secondary’
group. Not it is said that this distinction is not valid because all groups tend in some degree to possess
that ‘we' feeling in the members. Without this 'we' feeling no group can retain its cohesiveness. So on the
basis of ‘we' feeling groups cannot be separated into primary and secondary. Further, this feeling cannot be
limited to '‘face-to-face' relationships. There are relationships which are not ‘face-to-face' but are
friendly and closely intimate, and there are relationships which are facee to-face but are formal and
impersonal.

The close scrutiny of Cooley's definition reveals some ambiguity, yet the differentiation of groups into
primary and secondary one is and important one.

Characteristics ofa Primary Group. The essential characteristics of a primary group are intimate
feelings and close identification. These qualities are found more abundantly and in some concrete
groups than in others. In a primary group we directly co-operate with our fellows and our relations
with then are intimately personal. Intimacy of relationship depends upon the following factors:

(i) Physically Proximity. In order that relations of the people may be close, it is necessary that their
contacts also should be close. Seeing and talking with each other makes exchange of ideas and
opinions easy. It makes possible the "conversation of gestures™.

However, physical proximity though it provides an opportunity for the development of primary groups,
is not a necessary feature of primary group arrangements. Whether or not physical proximity will
provide an opportunity for the development of intimate relations depends on the situation as defined
in the culture. Differences of language, sex, status, occupation or age may prevent physical proximity
from providing an opportunity for intimacy to develop. Thus intimacy of relationship may not
develop among people living in close proximity while it may develop over great distances by
various means of communication.

(i) Small Size. Relationship can be intimate and personal only in a small group. There is always a
point at which further expansion of membership means "dispersion instead of concentration, dilution
instead of reinforcement of the common interest." It is impossible to be in sensory contact with
many people at the same time. As groups become larger each person counts less in a unique
personality but more as a sheer cipher or unit. Feeling and talking to each other facilitates subtle
exchange of ideas, opinions and sentiments. It makes possible the 'conversation of gestures' In
which mind speaks. Even in a family the growth of children beyond a point may make it difficult for
the members to come into close contact with each other. In a small group the members can know one
another personally and develop a group character and an intimacy more quickly.



(iii) Stability. To promote intimacy of relationship the primary group should be stable to some extent

(iv) Similarity of Background. The members of a primary group must be not only close and near
to each other but also approximately equally experienced and intelligent. "There is". Says Maciver, "a
level on which every group must dwell, and the person who is too-far above or below it, disturbs the
process of group participation.” Each member must have some thing to give as well as to take. This
feature is clearly evident in a discussion group where each member presents his own view-point and
takes the view-point of others.

(v)Limited Self-Interest. Though members join the group with the motive of satisfying their own
interests, yet they should sub ordinate their interests to the central interests of the group. They must
come together in a spirit to participate co-operatively. Thecommon interest must predominate in their
minds. If people meet merely to satisfy their self, they will not be representing fully the true nature of
the primary group which shall find full expression if they come together to study a common subject or
remove a common grievance. The commonness of interests provides mental pleasure and
contentment to the members.

(vi) Intensity of shared Interest. In a primary group the common interest is shared by every member
and by being shared by all, the interest acquires a new significance. A new emphasis and a new
valuation. Each member shares the interest intensely because he is sustained by the devotion and
energy of his fellow members. The interest is now supported by a greater number of people at a
higher level since the people pursue it in association which they would not pursue in isolation. The
person in the primary group is not merely a legal entity. An economic cipher or a technological cog.
He is all of these rolled into one. He is the complete concrete person. His value attached to any
particular aspect or activity of himself but to his whole self. Face-to-face companionship with other
people enables a man to endure hardships in company that would be unendurable single handedly.
There is a fusion of personalities within the group, so that what one experiences the other also tends to
experience. It gives to the relation an altruistic character. The primary group not only sustains the
common interest but itself. The relationship is not regarded by the parties as an end but rather as a
value to end in itself, a good in its own right. It is not a means to a superior end but is intrinsically
enjoyable. It is not contractual or formal. It is personal, spontaneous, inclusive and non transferable.

It may also be understood that face-to-face characteristic which is major aspect of a primary
group does not mean that it exerts a compelling influence over its members. Members of a family
may come to develop different and even opposed viewpoints and habits. A group may be called
primary because it has exerted an influence in the early life of a man that is, before other groups
could influence his. Family in this sense is a primary group because its influence over the child is the
earliest.

Close identification means direct co-operation. In a primary group man do the same thing
together and may have similar desires and attitudes so that they are striving for similar things. They
look at the world through the same eyes. Each party pursues as one of his ends and welfare of the
other. They directly and face-to-face co-operate with each other to achieve their common interest.
They do not act independently even interdependently but all participate in the same process. They
have a common experience. Though there may be division of labor in a primary group. Yet it must act
together. In a cricket group there are batsmen bowlers and fielders but they all play together. Similarly,
the members of a research group may undertake study of different problems, but they must bring
together their results in a common process at the point where the group activity begins. The members
of a primary group are, thus, united not only in the product but also in the process. Face-to-face
group and direct co-operation not only increase the economy and convenience of the members but
also satisfy the need of their nature-the need for society.



Importance of Primary Group for the Individual. Why do men form primary groups? That is
that the members achieve from grouping which they cannot living independently? The first thing to
the impressed about group is that it is a medium through which we learn culture, use culture and
change culture. The group is an important factor in shaping the personality of individuals. Obviously
some of the primary groups are formed to secure certain external advantages. E.g., better wages,
production efficiency, workers morale, services of ateacher who cannot be hired by a single student.
But there are two other advantages of a different sort which induce members in associating together.
They are realization of the human need for spontaneous living and the provision of stimulus to each
member in the pursuit of interest.

(1) Spontaneous Living. In aprimary group members come freely together. A family, a play group,
a group of friends, study group, a tribal Council comes into of its own initiative. The members of
these groups do not come as representative and delegated allotted, certain duties but meet
spontaneously. In these groups spontaneity is more directly revealed than in other formal groups

stablished deliberately to achieve certain defined objectives. It is in fact in these unplanned groups that
we manifest our total personality, express effectively our aspirations and resentments, meet not as
leaders or followers, professors or students by as fellows, and can thus be our true selves. The self
cannot develop on the basis of secondary contact. It requires close, intimate, personal contacts. It is
these informal groups which satisfy the need for spontaneous living. Primary groups are not judged
so much by their efficiency in performing some task by the emotional satisfactions they bring to their
members.

Provision of Stimulus. The primary groups not only satisfy the human need for spontaneous living but
also provide stimulus to each of its members in the pursuit of interest. The presence of othersin a
group acts as a stimulus to each. "Through participation the interest gains a new objectivity. We see it
through the eyes of others and thus it is in some measure freed from irrelevant personal implications.”
The interest is keenly appreciated and more ardently followed when it is shared by a friendly group.
In association man is encouraged to continue the pursuit of the objectives by others vigorously. His
fellow members save him from falling into despondency and keep up his morale. Man feels that he is
not alone pursuing the interest but there are many others who along with him are devoted to the same
pursuit. This feeling stimulates him to keener efforts. The interest is perceived and effectively
pursued together. The interest is perceived and effectively pursued together. Each member
contributes his own view point enlarging and enriching the character of the interest.

United in Process. The primary group not only affects the quality of our interests by enlarging and
enriching them but as to above also the method of their pursuit. The members directly coe operate
anddo the same together. "Direct cp-operation is a characteristic of face to face group as
specialization is of the large scale association.” The members of a primary group participate in the
same process. The group is essentially a mode of sharing a common experience.” It is a unity in the
performance of its function.

Importance of Primary Group for the society. Primary groups are important not only from the
individual point of view, they are equally important from the view point of society. The primary group
is the birth place of human nature. Primary groups help in the socialization of the individuals and
maintain social control over them. They teach the members to work in the society according to their
rules they are the nuclear cells of social organization. It is from these groups that the individual
acquired basic attitudes towards people, social institutions and the world around him. The attitudes of
kindness, sympathy, love, tolerance, mutual help and sacrifice which provide the cementing force to
social structure are developed in the primary groups. Their disintegration soon leads to social
disintegration.



Primary Group Decisions. An important question which arises about primary groups is 'How
does a group achieve consensus of opinion and how are they appearing among its members
harmonized? How does the experience become our experience from mine or yours? Looking at the
facts we find that any of the following methods may be used to reach an agreement in a group.

1. Authority. In a group some authority like the president or the patriarch in the family may
pronounce a decision and the members are asked to abide by it. In such a case there is little group
participation. The members merely acquiescence or assent to the decision coming from the dominant
authority. The faculties of the members do not find any scope for their free expression. Their
contributions to the group decision are suppressed. This mode of group decisions practiced in small
military units or disciplined revolutionary party cell and also in the patriarchal families.

2.Compromise. Sometimes the agreement in a group may be reached through compromise. The
contending members agree to yield some of their claims or waive their opinion in order to reach a
unanimous decision.  The process here is that of bargaining, of give and take. The members get
something for giving up something. This method differs from the preceding method in as much as
here the differences of the members do affect the decision. While under the preceding method the
decision came from the dominant authority involving o more than the acquiescence of other members.
Compromise formula is quite common. The students come into compromise with the Principal on
the examination issue. They first boycott the examination but later on agree to appear in it provided
none is detained. Many of the decisions of legislative committees are in the form of ‘compromise
bills’; similarly are the decisions of the United Nations Security Council. Compromise is also frequently
found in the group agreements reached by democratic families, dubs and many other primary groups.

3.Enumeration. Decision may be taken in a group through the mode of voting. The members vote on a
particular issue and the majority decision carries the way. It is determination by majority. The
majority members remain in opposition but to save the group from breaking up, may show their
willingness to abide by the result of polls. If they are not willingness to abide, the group runs the risk
of being split up. This method commonly prevails in modern democratic political groups.

4.Integration. The above three methods of group decision do not produce a complete harmony within the
group. The first method seeks to impose a decision upon the members; the second produces a
formal unanimous decision through compromise while under the third method decision is reached by
the majority leaving the differences of the members in stark opposition. None of these methods reveals
the group as a unity with one mind and will. To get a unity in the group the differences of the members
are neither to be suppressed nor compromised but synthesized and harmonized. An attempt should be
made whereby the different viewpoints of the group members are harmonized in a kind of composite
idea ad though the minds of several members one mind with one idea. Integration of different
opinions into a composite idea through the free admission of difference should be regarded as an ideal.
Though this ideal may be difficult to attain, yet its acceptance would create anew harmony in society
and a new joy of living together.

10.5 Secondary Groups:

Meaning of Secondary Group: We now turn to the secondary groups, which are of specia,in modern
society and which the large scale organization is the most outstanding example. A secondary
group is one which is large in size such as a city, nation, political party, corporation, international
cartel and labour union. Here human contacts become superficial and undefined. The relations of the
members are limited in scope and arrived at by much trial and error and in terms of self interest
calculations of the members. A member exerts only his indirect influence over the other. He nows
personally only a few of the other members and functions as one among almost countless members.
His co-operation with his fellow workers is indirect and very seldom comes face-to-face with them.
He communicates with them by such indirect means as the written word.

Some of the definitions of secondary groups are as follows.



"Secondary groups are those are relatively casual and impersonal in their relationships.
Relationships in them are usually competitive rather than mutually helpful;. —P H Landis.

“the groups can be roughly defined as the opposite of every thing already said about primary groups". -
Davis.

"The groups which provide experience lacking in intimacy are called secondary groups™. -
Ogburn.

"When face-to-face contacts are not present inthe relations of members, we have secondary group” -

Mazumdar.

Difference between Primary Group and Secondary Group.
The following are the chief points of difference between the primary group and secondary group.

1. Size. A primary group is small in size as well as area. The membership is limited to a small
number and usually confined to defined area It is not spread over the whole world i.e., in family,
play group, study-group. Membership is corifined within small limits. At the other end, in
secondary group the membership is widespread. It may contain thousands of members scattered in
different parts of the world as is the case with a corporation.

2. kind of Co-operation. In a secondary group the co-operation with the fellow-members is indirect.
It is formed more or less deliberately and in terms of common interests in the achievement of some
recognized goal. The members co-operate only to achieve the group's objective. It is not the process
that binds them together but the object to whose attainment they unite. They do not work together but
one works for the other; they do assigned task towards a common object Individuals are selected to
act on behalf of the whole, a hierarchy of officials arises and the executive become distinct from the
members. In a primary group, on the other hand, the members directly co-operate with each other
participating in the same process. They sit together, discuss together, play together, decide together.

3. Types of Structure. Every secondary group is regulated by a set of formal rules. A formal authority
is setup with designated powers and a clear-cut division of labour in which the function of each is
specified in relation to the function of all. The rest follows. In a word, the organization of a
secondary group is carefully worked out. The primary group is based on an informal structure. The
members, as told above, participate in the same process. There is spontaneous adjustment in the
working of the group. No formal and detailed rules are drafted. The structure is simple.

4. Relationship. The relationship of members with each other in a primary group is direct, intimate
and personal. There is congeniality among the members. They meet face to face and develop
direct contacts. The primary group is concerned with the total personality of a person. The relations
are inclusive. A secondary group is regulated by formal rules which mean a substitution of
impersonal for personal relationships. The relations now become secondary and form. It does not
exercise a primary influence over its members because they do not live in the presence and thought of
one another. They need not meet face to face and may communicate with each other by indirect
means. They perform their jobs, carryout the orders pay their dues and contribute to the group
interest, still may never see each other. The members of national political party pay their annual
subscriptions, carry out the orders of the High Command, work for the party interest, but hardly
establish personal and direct relationships with each other. The average member plays a passive role
and often comes to feel that the party lies beyond the area of his control. Paul landis called
secondary groups the representative of the "cold world™. Primary groups are relationship-directed
whereas secondary groups are goal oriented. Infect, the warmth of the relations in primary groups



cannot be found in the secondary glee. The relations in the secondary group are of ‘touch and go
type.

Some thinkers are of the opinion that classification of groups into primary and secondary is not
very satisfactory. No group can be classified as wholly primary or wholly secondary. Even a large
scale group cannot work without a certain identification of its members with the organization as a
whole. Instead of classifying the groups into primary and secondary it is easier to classify contacts
and specific relationships as one or the other. The real difference between the primary and secondary
groups is not one of size or structure but of relationship. If the nation is called a secondary group. It
is so called because its members do not have close, personal and warm relations. It is devoid of
personal inter-action; its members express the body of oneness through impersonal and indirect
methods. Even if the members of secondary group meet face-to-face, it is of the touch-and-go
variety.

Main Characteristics of Secondary Group. The main characteristics of secondary group are the
following:

1.Formal and Impersonal Relations. The relations of members in a secondary group are of a
formal and impersonal type. It does not exercise primary influence over its members. The
members need not meet face to face. They perform their jobs, carry out the orders, pay their dues
and still may never see each other. The relations of the members are merely casual and of "touch- - -
and-go" type. We go to a bak counter or an office, meet the clerk, get our work done and come back.
We are not concerned with the other aspects of his life. We do not find warmth of relations in
secondary group.

2.Large in size. Secondary groups are large in size. Secondary groups are large in size. They
might be spread all over the world, for example, the Red Cross Society consists of thousands of
members scattered all over the world.

3.0ption of Membership. The membership of most of the secondary groups is not
compulsory, it is not essential to become the memberof Rotary International or Red Cross Society.

4.Active and Inactive members. The secondary group is large in size. There is absence of intimacy
among its members. Due to the absence of intimate relations some members of the group become
inactive while some others are quite active. A large number of members of a national party do not
take any active interest in the party work They confine themselves to the payment of annual
subscription.

5.Indirect Relations. The members of a secondary group hardly meet face to face. They are
scattered throughout the length and breadth of the country. Someyimes they may be scattered
throughout the world e.g., members of International Red Cross Society and Rotary International.
They communicate with each other by indirect means.

6.Formal Rules. A secondary group is regulated by formal rules. A formal authority is set up and a
clear cut division of labour is made. The organization of a secondary group is carefully worked out.
As a matter of fact, the stability of a secondary group depends more upon the way it is organized than
upon uncertain sentimental attachment.



7.Status of Individual. Status of individual depends on his role. In a secondary group the status of
every member depends upon hisrole. The stc'us of the President in a trade union depends upon the role
he plays in the union and not upon his personal qualities or birth.

8.Goal-Oriented. The main purpose of a secondary group is to fulfil a specific function. A. trade
union is formed to better the working conditions of the workers. A school is opened to provide
education. The success of a secondary group is judged by its efficiency to perform its task.

Organization of Authority in Secondary Group.  While considering the organization of a
secondary group the problem that presents before us is how to reconcile authority with liberty. Every
secondary group state or corporation is controlled by formal rules or laws which it cannot violate.
These rules are necessary in every larges-scale organization for securing efficiency, order and
economy. These rules may become rigid with the passage of time not responding to the needs of
individuals and changing situations. They tend to acquire a sort of religious sanctity in the mind of the
official as if they are an end in themselves. He is concerned only with their enforcement even often
sacrificing human values. The organization falls into red tapism and tends to grow stereotyped. This is
what actually happens in governmental organization, political parties, large social service agencies and
university administrations. Vested interests grow in these institutions that resist any change in their
organization. The need, therefore, is of organizing the authority large organization in such a way that
some degree of liberty and flexibility may be retained while securing order and efficiency.

10.6 In-Groups and Out-Groups:

Sumner had made an important distinction between social groups that is between in-groups and out-
groups. An in-group is a social unit of which individuals are apart or with which they identify. An out-
group, on the other hand, is a social unit of which individuals are not a part or with which they do not
identify. The in-groups includes ourselves and anybody whom we happen to include when we use the
pronoun "we". The out-group includes 'they'. In-groups may include both primary and secondary
group relationships. In a modern society, people belong to so many groups that a number of their in-
group and out-group relationship may overlap.

In-groups and out-groups were important, because they affect behaviors. From fellow members
of an in-group we expect recognition. Loyalty and helpfulness. From out-groups our expectations
vary with kind of out-group.

It may however, be said that differences between in-group and out-group is more that of degree than
that of kind. What may be 'in-group' in some cases may be in-group'in others. An individual may be a
member of in-group at home but becomes a member of out-group as soon as the members of the same
family go to their respective offices.

Sumner used the terms in-group and out-group to describe similar type of group feelings. He
considered it virtually a law of human interaction that in-group solidarity and hostility toward oute
groups are directly related.

The concept of in-group versus out-group is intimately linked to ethnocentrism, which means, literally,
"being centered in the culture", and it can be characterized as the idea that one's own group is best and
others are to be judged on its terms.  The essential reason for ethnocentrism is that a



society must teach the "rightness™ of its ways to its young to give them a sense of values; and
if the society's ways are right, other ways must be wrong.

10.7 Voluntary Groups and In-Voluntary Groups:

Voluntary groups are those groups of which we choose to become members. There are
however, some groups of which we are members because w have to. These are involuntary
groups. One becomes, for instance a member of a caste group simple because he is born into that
particular caste.

10.8 Reference Groups:

The concept of reference group was first developed by Hayman. Subsequently, Turner, R K
Merton and Sheriff elaborated it further

These are groups which are important to us as models even though we may not be a part of the
group. the words of Merton, reference groups are in principle, almost innumerable. Any of
the groups of which one is not a member can become points of reference for shaping one's
attitudes, evaluations and behavior

For members of a particular group another group is a reference group if any of the following
circumstances prevail:

(). When members of the first group aspire to membership in the second group, the second
group serves as the reference of the first.

(i) When members of the first group strive to be like the members of the second group.

(iii) When the members of the first group derive some satisfaction from being unlike the
members of the second group in some respect and even strive to maintain the
difference between themselves and the members of the second group.

(iv) When, without necessarily striving to be like or unlike or to belong to the second
group, the members of the first group appraise their own group or themselves by using
the second group or its members as a standard for comparison

10.9. Importance of the study of Social Groups:

A sturdy of social groups acquires importance in view of the following considerations.
(i)  Social groups, however small in size, deeply affect the society.
(i)  No man is an isolated island. Man is a social animal. The sociable nature of man is to be
found in the groups which he forms,
(iii) Small groups are a special case of the more general type of system, the social system.
Not only are they micro-system, they are esstially microcosms of larger societies.

(iv) The fourth reason for studying social groups is socio-psychological. Because social
pressures



and pressures from the individual meet in the small group, it is a convenient context in
which to observe and to experiment on the inter-play among these pressures. Scientific
investigations may lead to general laws about how individuals come with social realities.
Principles of Group Work:
Tracker has explained the following Principles :
1. The principle of planned group formation.

N

. The principle of specific objectives
3. The principle of purposeful worker group relationship.

o

. The principle of continuous individualization.

5. The principle of group guided interaction.

6. The principle of democratic group self determination.
7. The principle of flexible functional organization.

8. The principle of progressive programme experience.
9. The principle of resource utilization.

10. The principle of evaluation.

10.10 Summary:

Human beings are social animals who exist in groups, collectivities of people sharing
interests, interaction and communication. The group itself exerts strong pressure to conform to
the standards and behavioral patterns of the overall membership.

Groups associations and institutions makeup the structural fabric of society, the
largest meaningful group to which one belongs.

Social Group Work is a method which is connected with a group constituted by
individuals. Its central focus is a group rather than individual. In another words, Social group
work is a very useful devise for serving the individual. It has been assumed that the social
group work is oriented towards the progress of an entire group. Individual is a member of a
group as such individual progress is linked with his group progress. It is thus evident that social
group work is guided by democratic ideals. It provides opportunity for progress to each
individual and group. It main aim is to create such a social atmosphere which is based on
mutual good will and cooperation. Besides, social group work also aims to create social
consciousness so that the individuals in a groups may be aware about their rights and duties.

10.11 Key Words:
1. Group therapy

2. preventive and remedial
3. social consciousness



10.12 Exercise:

1. Define social group work and development of social group work as one of the methods
in social work

2. Explainthe functions ofgroup work work §ng with different groups?
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